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Inside this issue: 

In her June 13 State of the Church Report to 
the Eastern PA Annual Conference Bishop 
Peggy Johnson addressed several topics but 
zeroed in on a singular, hopeful theme. In the 
words of an old, popular Al Green R&B song, 
it’s “Let’s stay together.” 
Lamenting The United Methodist Church’s 
growing impasse over whether to condemn or 
condone homosexuality in ordained ministry 
and marriage, the episcopal leader told Annu-

al Conference members, “We will be sorely hurt and our effectiveness and witness will 
suffer if we divide over this. We need each other.  We especially need the people we 
don’t agree with.” 
In comments during her State of the Church Address, her first in 11 years as bishop, 
she admitted “the divide is deep. The fight has been going on for some time and it is 
entrenched.  
 
‘We United Methodists disagree on almost every social issue there is: war, immigra-
tion, abortion, gun control, Israel and Palestine, death penalty,” she said. “I deeply re-
spect your right to your opinion and your heart.” 
But, she added, “If Jesus asked you to find a way to work together, would you do it? I 
respect everyone’s right to follow their understanding of Scripture, but remember how 
much we need each other.” 
 

Bishop highlights conference ministries 

Citing appeals for unity that defines the church and its mission—from Ephesians 2:19-
22 and a recent Council of Bishops statement—Bishop Johnson extolled recent minis-
tries happening across the conference’s four districts. Her cabinet of district superin-
tendents did likewise in their later report.  
Among her highlights: response to natural disasters; training in Bible study, preaching 
and church leadership; ambitious church and community development projects; medi-
cal missions in the Democratic Republic of Congo; local initiatives in housing and 
feeding ministries; youth leadership development; training for more cross-racial/cross-
cultural church ministries; and leading efforts to dismantle racism and injustice.   
She offered her own hopes and dreams, including: more evangelism and discipleship 
growth; continued work to “heal the breach of racism, classism, sexism, heterosexism, 
and ableism”; a greater commitment to personal and social holiness; and a “smooth 
transition in 2020 to a new bishop.” 

August, 2019 

O tte rb e in  O u tre a c h  

Bishop’s Annual Conference report  

urges unity in Christ  

 

By John W. Coleman  

https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/State-of-the-Church-Address-EPA.pptx
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Bishop Johnson announced that she will not retire in 2020, as many have wondered, but she would look for-
ward to serving a final quadrennium in another conference, after 12 years of leading the Philadelphia Area. 
“I have loved you all so much and appreciated the faithfulness, the deep faithfulness of laity and clergy, the 
vibrant diversity, the amazing missions and ministries,” she said. She added that whether or not the Northeast-
ern Jurisdiction will lose a bishop in 2020 and have to realign episcopal areas due to its decline in overall 
membership has yet to be decided. 
Yet, she reiterated that her priority concern is denominational healing and unity.   
 

‘A great deal of hurt and suffering’ 

Bishop Johnson explained the February 2019 Special General Conference’s approval, by a narrow 54-vote 
margin, of the proposed Traditional Plan that strengthened prohibitions against full inclusion of gay and lesbi-
an persons in ordained ministry and marital rites. But she lamented the impact that “caused a great deal of hurt 
and suffering to the LGBTQIA community,” suffering she said she has witnessed since February in visits to 
29 churches and in meetings with various groups across her two conferences, Eastern PA and Peninsula-
Delaware. 
 
‘It is hard to say one is truly welcome if they are denied full inclusion, such as heterosexual people have,” she 
said. “This is, of course, the point of our division; and people of goodwill in this conference and the denomi-
nation are of different beliefs.” 
“Personally, I supported the One Church Plan,” she said, “because I believed it would give space for everyone 
to live out their conscience, and the unity of the church would be best preserved. Among the bishops, 87 per-
cent supported it. It was not a perfect plan, but it allowed for some flexibility and freedom.    
“It is my prayer that we will someday find peace over this and not divide,” she continued. “Schism is never 
the will of God, but it is necessary at times because of our human frailty and lack of creativity.”  
The bishop voiced her wish that “we were more like the Acts 15 church, where the Jerusalem Council simply 
allowed people the freedom to do things differently and not adhere to a certain set of laws.” She also favored 
the Apostle Paul’s vision of unity expressed in 1 Corinthians 12, “where each body part is respected and cher-
ished and indispensable.” 
 
Acknowledging that the 2020 General Conference may mean “voting on this impasse once again,” possibly 
with new results, she ended her report ever faithful to her main message: “So let us be prayerful. Let us be in 
love and charity with one another. Let’s believe that with God, all things are possible, even unity among us.” 
 

Council of Bishops statement 

“The unity of the church is for the sake of the mission.  The unity of the church is a by-product of the mission. 
The mission of the church is derived from the nature of a missional God.  The mission of God breaks down 

AUGUST 
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If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 

 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231      Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371 (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net  Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Mission Closet Yard Sale 

August 24th  from 8:00am to 3:00pm 

Rain or Shine 

We are more like a Thrift Shop then a 
yard sale.  You can say we are a Thrift 
shop with yard sale prices. Everything is 
priced to sell.  

There are new items at every sale.  There 
are items for women, men and children.  
We have clothes for all and in every size, 
shoes, purses, kitchen items, camping 
items, tools, books, crafts, and a lot more.  

We had an amazing turn out with a line 
of people at the door at 8:00am.  We are 
looking forward to our next sale.  We are 
always taking donations. You may call 
the church office and leave a message or 
call Stephanie at 484-880-7267. 

We will be having a yard sale each month 
to raise money for our mission of the 
month and our church.  

Future Yard Sale Dates: 

September 28th 

October 26th 

November 23rd 

December 21st 

Pill Bottle Mission: Matthew 25 Ministries 

Otterbein is joining the Matthew 25 Pill Bottle Mission. 

The first is bringing your empty pill bottles, 
labels/names removed and washed in soapy 
water, to the collection bin in the Narthex.  

The second part is extra change or a dollar 
bill (at least a penny per pill bottle) to support mailing the 
pill bottles to the collection point in Cincinnati.  If you need 
help removing labels and/or washing the bottles, just place 
them in the container marked “NOT WASHED”. 

Donated pill bottles are used to distribute medicines to pa-
tients worldwide who are the poorest of the poor and/or vic-
tims of disasters locally and internationally, regardless of 
race, creed, or political persuasion.  This mission both cares 
for our environment by rescuing pill bottles from landfills 
and generates cash to support improving medical care in de-
veloping countries.   

When the need for intact pill bottles is reached, the plastic 
bottles are ground into salable plastic pieces that are sold to 
buy supplies to support the mission (e.g., first aid, surgical, 
treatment and orthopedic items). 

For more information on the worthwhile ministry, please see 
the Matthew 25 Ministries website at http://m25m.org/ or 
contact Betsy Ettinger 484-802-0843. 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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Simple symbiosis  

A day away in a quiet place  

Kingdom on wheels  

Maya Angelou said, “Each per-
son deserves a day away in which 
no problems are confronted, no 
solutions searched for. Each of us 
needs to withdraw from the cares 
which will not withdraw from 
us.” Similarly, when Jesus’ disci-
ples were consumed with minis-
try, he urged them, “Come with 
me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest” (Mark 6:31, 
NIV).  
The late days of summer might be 

just the time to seek “a day away” 
not only from problems but even 
from ministry. While serving God 
and others can be energizing, we 
must balance work with rest. God 
set that example, resting after cre-
ating the world; Jesus set that ex-
ample, calling his disciples away 
— not just alone, but with him — 
to be refreshed.  
 
Spend a relaxing day at a lake. 
Go on a scrapbooking retreat or a 

Christians are like the several flowers 
in a garden, that have each of them the 
dew of heaven, which, being shaken 
with the wind, they let fall at each oth-
er’s roots, whereby they are jointly 
nourished, and become nourishers of 
each other.  
 
—John Bunyan  

leisurely hike with a friend. 
Find a monastery that wel-
comes guests, and experience 
48 hours of prayer and silence 
there. Invite Jesus into that 
time and space. And remem-
ber another message he 
shared: “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28, NIV). 

  

“If you love what you do, you’re 
going to talk about it,” says 
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback 
Carson Wentz. “I love Jesus … 
so I’m going to talk about [him]. 
But I’m not going to force 
[Christianity] down your throat, 
either.” That’s why the pro ath-
lete tries to show his faith by 
“how I live and what I’m 
about.”  
 

Wentz started the foundation 
AO1 (Audience of One) to make 
a tangible impact beyond the 
gridiron. With a local church, he 
sponsors Thy Kingdom Crumb, 
a food truck that offers free 
meals to people in the communi-
ty. The motto painted on the mo-
bile restaurant sums up the mes-
sage Wentz wants to share with 
his neighbors: “It’s on us … 
’cause he loves you!” 



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 4th - Dianne Fisher and Allison Mendelsohn 

11th - Bill Epprecht, Carol Butterfield and Joey Epprecht 

18th - Bill Epprecht, Carol Butterfield and Joey Epprecht 

25th - Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

  4th - OPEN 

11th - OPEN 

18th - In Honor of Lloyd Knauer, Happy Birthday 

25th - Harry Van Horn, Jr., by Harry Van Horn, Sr. and Family 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like 
to put in altar flowers in memory or 
honor of someone. 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

9/22/2019 

11/3/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

Greeters 

 4th - Phyllis Wilt 

11th - Ken Schum 

18th - Mel Hoffman 

25th - Vernon Readman 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  

  

 4th - Dianne Maylen 

11th - Dianne Fisher 

18th - Mel Hoffman 

25th - Lloyd Knauer 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 
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whose mom had been divorced 
seven times finally felt part 
of a family.  
 
Laurie, now pastor of a 
megachurch and author 
of Jesus Revolution (Baker 
Books), says the Millennial 
generation is ripe for anoth-
er major faith movement. 

During a time of division and un-

Grooving for God  

Bound by grace  

Fifty years ago this summer, as 
the Woodstock Festival in 
upstate New York became a 
symbol of the countercul-
tural movement, another 
groundswell was occurring: 
the Jesus Movement. In 
1970, teenager Greg Laurie 
was baptized after a bunch 
of “Jesus freaks” introduced 
him to the Savior. The lost kid 

Grace binds you with far stronger cords 
than the cords of duty or obligation can 
bind you. Grace is free, but when once 
you take it you are bound forever to the 
Giver, and bound to catch the spirit of the 
Giver. Like produces like, Grace makes 
you gracious, the Giver makes you give.  

—E. Stanley Jones  

Summer fruit basket  

Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for summer, and all year round!  
 
• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown  
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.” —Anne Frank  
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa  
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, but they are never abandoned.” —H.C. 
Mears  
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” —Mark Twain  
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones  
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of the majesty of Christ, who does them in us.” 
—Blaise Pascal  
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness.” —Han Suyin  
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV)  

rest that mirrors the late ’60s, 
people are longing for what’s 
“real” and relational, he writes. 
Our “weary, chaotic, selfie-
saturated culture” needs “a 
big, ravishing, transcendent, 
and transformational vision of 
who God really is,” adds Lau-
rie. “That’s what happened 
fifty years ago. It can happen 
again today.”  
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Pete Bryant 
Rosemary Colybas 
Frank Cook 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Earl Gable 
Ida Guldin 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Joe Kukucka 
Kay Kunsch 
Jason Lehman 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Drew Patzuk 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Norm Venezia 
Joe Venezia 
Kanen Ware 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and family 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 1 Barbara Greene 

    Kelly Kunsch 

 5 Joseph Epprecht 

 7 David Harper, Jr 

10 Betsy Ettinger 

     Harry Van Horn, Sr 

12 Albert Beisel 

     Christine (Walters) Buchanan 

13 Jordan Hood 

14 Anthony Picard 

16 Katy Hanks 

     Sarah Hanks 

     Lauren Butterfield 

     Deacon Harper 

17 Robert Wilt, Sr. 

18 Lloyd Knauer 

20 Mariah Blank 

21 Shia Jones 

23 Beth Burke 

29 Kay Kunsch 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 

 

August 2-4: 2019 Laity Academy 

August 20: Basic and Advanced Sexual Ethics Workshop (Women only) 

September 14: Impact of Racism on People of Color workshop 

September 21: Hopewell UMC’s Planting Seeds for Ministry Growth 

September 21: Claiming Sabbath for Clergy Spouses 

September 28: Domestic Violence–The Church Responds 

October 19: UMW’s 46th Annual Celebration 

September 7: Celebrating Cultures, Connecting People of Color:   
An intercultural family cookout for fellowship and fun! 

 
Saturday, September 7, 2019, 11 AM – 3 PM. Location to be confirmed. 

 BBQ basic foods provided 

 Bring cultural side dishes to share. 

 $10 per adult. Children 12 and under are FREE 

 Music, worship, fun, fellowship and Intercultural networking. 

 Featuring the Philadelphia UMC Mass Choir and more 

 Reflections highlighting cultural experiences. 

 Playground, Gaga, & Basketball 
Sponsored by the Eastern PA Conference Commission on Religion and Race. Register at 
 https://www.etouches.com/cultures. 

Inspiration for Small Congregations 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 (9 AM – 12 Noon) 
Seminar on Vital Small-Church Ministries, with Bishop Peggy Johnson.  

 

Be Inspired as a variety of speakers from small congregations doing great things share how God is moving 
and imparting hope to and through small congregations.  

 

Gain a new perspective. Connect. 
Be refreshed. Get hope. REBOOT! 

 

Pastor John T. Brice St. James UMC    Rev. Steve Pittman, Grace UMC 
Rev. Eric W. Carr Jr., St. Daniels UMC                      Rev. Elena Ortiz, New Birth UMC    
Pastor Rodney Brallsford, Berwyn UMC                Rev. Gregory Holston, Janes Memorial UMC 
Rev. Cindy Brubaker, Lighthouse Fellowship UMC     Pastor Christ Hardy, Bengor: First UMC   
Rev. Dr. Allen Jenkins, Jr., St. Matthews UMC, Trevose 
Rev. Jackie Anne Stewart, Bickleys New Beginging UMC   
 

*Featuring: Grace N Motion, Bickleys New Beginning UMC and LFUMC Worship Teams

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/2019-epa-laity-academy/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/basic-and-advanced-sexual-ethics-for-women-only/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/impact-of-racism-on-people-of-color-workshop-location-tbd/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hopewell-umcs-planting-seeds-for-ministry-growth/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/claiming-sabbath-for-clergy-spouses/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/domestic-violence-the-church-responds/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/umws-46th-annual-celebration/
https://www.etouches.com/cultures
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PAGE 9 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  AUGUST 

During the dramatic experience when God called Isaiah to 
be a prophet, who or what filled the temple?  
 
A. 144,000 worshipers  
B. The bottom of God’s robe  
C. Smoke  
D. Priests offering sacrifices  

 

 

Answer on page 10 

Grapes  
 

As the fruit used to produce wine or 
juice for Holy Communion, grapes 
represent the blood shed by Jesus on 
the cross. Grapes also symbolize fruit-
fulness (or lack thereof) in the life of 
ancient Israel and, by extension, of a Christian. “My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ... he ex-
pected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes” 
(Isaiah 5:1-2, NRSV).   

NOW OPEN 

BETWEEN EASTER 

AND CHRISTMAS! 
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Answer: B and C (See Isaiah 6:1-8.)   

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

