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A few weeks ago, we watched 

Pixar’s hit movie Inside Out and 

explored how it brought to life the 

wisdom expressed in Ecclesiastes 

3:1-8.  In that passage, the sagely 

writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us 

that there is a time for everything 

in our lives, “For everything there 

is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven…” (3:1).  

2014 was a time for change for 

me and my family.  My wife had 

just been offered a faculty posi-

tion at Eastern University but it 

would mean a major relocation 

for our family. Rhonda and our 

boys had lived in North Carolina 

all their lives, while I had lived 

there for over twenty years. I had 

served the same congregation for 

16 of those years.  We had en-

joyed a long season of stability, 

but we could sense that God was 

leading us to accept the change 

that He was placing before us.  

 

However, one of the largest ob-

stacles to accepting the move to 

eastern Pennsylvania was locating 

a church where I could serve as 

pastor.  Transferring conferences is not 

always an easy thing to do. Thankfully, 

within a few days Dr. Powell called me 

about a church she had in mind for me 

to serve.  She felt that it would be a 

good match and wanted to know if we 

could come visit and meet with the 

leaders.  Within a week, Rhonda and I 

drive north in the calm window be-

tween two large winter storms that 

blanketed the East Coast with snow. 

During our visit to eastern Pennsylva-

nia, we visited the schools that our 

boys would attend if we moved and felt 

that our boys would receive a great ed-

ucation at them. We also met with the 

staff parish relations committee at Ot-

terbein and over the course of that 

meeting, we got to meet some wonder-

ful people and learn about the warm, 

friendly congregation that is Otterbein 

United Methodist Church. Our time 

together confirmed Dr. Powell’s in-

stincts that there was a good match be-

tween us, and the meeting ended with 

our signing of the covenant for me to 

become the pastor of Otterbein UMC.  

2014 became a time for us to come to-

gether as pastor and congregation.  It 

became a time for my family and the 
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First Sunday of each month Communion. 

Wednesday Movie Night 6:00pm  
 
August 11 Ad Council Meeting at 7:00pm 
 
August 21 Blessing of the Backpacks 
        Pastor John’s last Sunday luncheon 

Don’t forget about our Little Free Library this summer.   

There are books for all ages.   

Take one, Bring One, Keep one.  

congregation to accept the 

change that God had placed 

before us.  It also became a 

time for us to say goodbye 

to beloved friends and fami-

ly in North Carolina. 

 

As we unpacked boxes, we 

made new friends and were 

warmly welcomed into the 

Otterbein family.  Over the 

past two years, we have 

worked hard together to en-

hance the vitality and minis-

try of this congregation.  We 

have laughed together as we 

enjoyed children’s times, 

church picnics and fishing 

trips.  And we have cried 

together as we grieved the 

passing of beloved mem-

bers.  As we have worked 

together, laughed together 

and cried together we have 

become friends. We have 

enjoyed a wonderful season 

of coming together. 

 

Now the time has come for 

us to enter into another sea-

son of change with my ap-

pointment to St Matthew’s 

UMC.  My family and I are 

going to deeply miss being a 

part of Otterbein.  We will 

miss its loving, hardworking 

and dedicated church mem-

bers.  We are going to miss 

the warm greetings before 

each church service and Jo-

siah’s “Amen” at the end of 

prayers.  However, it is our 

hope and confidence that the 

friendships that we have 

made will continue in the 

years ahead.   

One of the things that I have 

learned through all the vari-

ous seasons of change in my 

life is that God is with us. 

God is with us now as we 

move into this season of 

saying goodbye. God will 

be with my family and I as 

we greet another congrega-

tion and God will be with 

Otterbein as you greet an-

other pastor.    

 

And may “The Lord bless 

you and keep you: 

The Lord make his face to 

shine upon you, and be gra-

cious to you: 

The Lord lift up his counte-

nance upon you, and give 

you peace.” 

(Number 6:24-26) 

   

Pastor John 

“Pray, and let God worry.”  
 

—Martin Luther   



The first week of August hangs at the 

very top of summer, the top of the 

live-long year, like the highest seat of 

a Ferris wheel when it pauses in its 

turning.  

 

—Natalie Babbitt, Tuck Everlasting  

PAGE 3 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  AUGUST 

The tiptop  

The Master Puzzler  

In Laughing in the Dark (Howard 
Books), Christian comedian Chon-
da Pierce calls God the Master 
Puzzler, because “in him all things 
hold together” (Colossians 1:17). 
In his infinite wisdom, God “can 
organize the colors better than any-
one (Have you seen a sunset late-
ly?) He knows where to fit every 
shape and size (Have you seen a 
mountain range?).”  
 
Until God places the last piece, the 

final picture is a mystery to us. But 
in the meantime, God offers order 
and purpose, providing his law as 
the puzzle’s edges.  
 
Pierce encourages people to let the 
“Master Puzzler” take over when 
life gets messy. Like the prophet 
Jeremiah, we can cry, “GOD, pick 
up the pieces. Put me back 
together again. You are my 
praise!” (17:14,The Mes-
sage).   

“God warned a man named Lot to 
take his wife and flee out of the city,” 
said the Sunday school teacher, “but 
Lot’s wife looked back and was 
turned to salt.”   

A curious boy then asked, “What 
happened to the flea?”   

A small laugh  



Worship Helpers 
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Greeters 

 7th - Fred and Betsy Ettinger 

14th - Mel and Dave Hoffman 

21st - Bill and Joey Epprecht 

28th - Marilyn Patzuk   

Counters 

 7th - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

14th - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

21st - Lloyd Knauer 

28th - Lloyd Knauer 

Children’s Message 

 7th - Jeannie Readman 

14th - Timi Cory 

21st - Cathleen McCreary 

28th - Mel Hoffman 

 Readers 

 7th - Mel Hoffman 

14th - David Spruell 

21st - Lloyd Knauer 

28th - Timi Cory 

Altar Flowers 
 7th - Harvey Ulmer, by Edna Cook 

14th - OPEN 

21st - Our Loved Ones, by Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Van Horn   

28th - Sarah, Bill and Elsie Schnovel, by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wood 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $25.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of someone. 

August 14 

October 16 

October 30 

November 6 

November 13 

December 14 

December 11 

December 18 

December 25 



Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt Cory 
Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Tony DiNardo and family 
Lee Fisher 
Teresa Fisher 
Robbie Harper 
Lloyd Knauer 
Kay Kunsch 
Jim Maylen 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Reggie Ryberg 
Larry Trisch 
Matt Weikel 
Elyce Wescott 
Bob Wilt 
Dawn Wilt 
 
Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
CPT Christopher Rossi 
SSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
   51AMXS/36 AMU 
   PSC3 BOX 2092 
   APO AP 96266 
Mark Rumler 
   Djibouti, Africa 
  
In Our Neighborhood 
President Barack Obama 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor John and his family 
For those in storms and floods 

Edna Cook 
   2081 Young Road 
   Pottstown, PA 19465 
 
Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 
  

Fran Erskine 
  3112 Napier Drive A231 
  Modesto, CA 95350 
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1 Barbara Greene 

 Kelly Kunsch 

4 Edna Cook 

5 Joseph Epprecht 

7 David Harper, Jr 

10 Betsy Ettinger 

 Harry Van Horn, Sr 

12 Albert Beisel 

13 Jordan Hood 

14 Anthony Picard 

16 Lauren Butterfield 

 Deacon Harper 

17 Robert Wilt, Sr 

18 Lloyd Knauer 

20 Mariah Blank 

21 Shia Jones 

23 Beth Burke 

29 Kay Kunsch 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the 
church members listed below.  Be assured that your church family will 
support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor John Bletsch: 610-533-9367  Email:  
     johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister : Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRChairman: Betsy Ettinger home: 610-933-6371 ( c) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net
mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net


The greatest example 
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House in Kenya — plus 
now in 19 other countries 
— is “miraculous proof that 
God is made perfect in our 
weakness,” Welch says. 
“Who would have thought 
a ‘yes’ in 2010 would make 
us the poster children that 
[prove] God can do any-
thing with anyone?”  

 

During a 2010 trip to report 
on famine-relief efforts in 
Kenya, Kristen 
Welch observed 
conditions unfit 
for living. “How 
can you allow so 
much suffer-
ing?” she asked 
God. In return, 
he asked her the same ques-
tion.  

mans don’t actually love 
ourselves very 
much or very well. 
So using self-love 
as the bar by which 
to measure neigh-
bor-love might be 
ineffective. Alt-
hough we may act 
self-enamored and 
self-impressed, it’s 
often just a cover 
for inner feelings 
of self-loathing and 
self-doubt.  
After washing his disciples’ 
feet and before sacrificing 
his very life for them (and 

us), Jesus changes the 
wording — 
and the exam-
ple that will 
lead us: “Love 
one another 
not as you 
love you, but 
as I love you.” 
Uncondition-
ally. Unre-
servedly. 
Wholehearted-

ly. Unto death. And into 
life everlasting.  

How often we quote Leviti-
cus 19:18: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” It’s 
not a bad standard to reach 
for; even Jesus repeated it 
(see Matthew 22:39 and 
elsewhere). But in John 
13:34, as Bible scholar Dr. 
Harry Wendt points out, 
Jesus changes the wording 
slightly but crucially: “A 
new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to 
love one another” (ESV).  
Perhaps during his time on 
earth, Jesus realized hu-

Answering God's call 

 
That prompted Welch to 

put her faith 
into action by 
launching 
Mercy House, 
a nonprofit 
organization 
that rescues 
pregnant 

young women and their ba-
bies. The impact of Mercy 

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.”  
 

—Mother Teresa   



Central District Connection  
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2016 ACADEMY FOR LAITY 

The Inn at Reading, August 13 – August 14 

The 2016 weekend Academy for Laity, which is open to all who wish to serve Christ in ministry, will 
gather Aug. 13-14, at The Inn at Reading (1040 North Park Toad, Wyomissing, PA). The theme is “Follow 
that Star: Make It Happen.” Courses, including some back by popular demand, are: 

 Basic Course: “Preparing Local Church Servants” 

 “Making Every Prayer Count:  Moving between ME and WE” 

 “Emotional Intelligence: A Blueprint for Your Spiritual Path” 

 “Walking in Love: The Act of Repentance and Healing Relationships with Native American and In-
digenous Persons” 

 Two preaching courses: “Preaching to be Heard” and “Preaching by Number” 

 “What To Say To People Who Are Hurting” 

 “Theology and Doctrine” and 

 “Building a ‘First Aid Kit’ for Church Health.” 
 
Basic registration costs $90 and will go online after Annual Conference, with a July 22 deadline. The dis-
counted hotel rate is $99 a night. The academy-lasting only two days this year-begins Saturday at 7 AM for 
breakfast and ends Sunday at 12:30 PM with Communion. Credit will be awarded to persons in the Christ 
Servant Ministry program. 

Eastern PA Conference Local Church Events  
 
Aug. 11, Sept. 8, Oct. 13: Church to hot TED talks on Racism  Each gathering is on the second Thursday of 
the month, 5:30-7:00 pm at UM Church of the Open Door, 210 South Broad Street, Kennett Square.  
Ph: 610-444-2400.  
 August 11 – How we’re priming some kids for college — and others for prison  
 September 8 – Does Racism Affect How You Vote? – Nate Silver 
 October 13 –  We need to talk about an injustice – Bryan Stevenson 
 
August 17: Program on Gun Violence Prevention, UMC of West Chester  
 
15-18: Adult Vacation Bible School Willistown United Methodist Church just outside West Chester is holding 
a unique Vacation Bible School (VBS): for Adults! It will have everything you or your children loved about 
VBS but even better because we are grown up! 
The Theme is “Faith Like a Child” which will be woven throughout the 4 nights: August 15, 16, 17 and 18th 
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. It will include: Music (led by talented musicians), Storytelling, Crafts (led by real 
artists!), Games, and of course, Snacks! 
You may register for 1, 2, 3 or all 4 of the evenings. To register, emailwillistownumc@comcast.net or call 
the church at 610-644-2227. Please register by August 10th, 2016. 
 
August 6: FREE training on bystander intervention, Hopewell UMC  
 
Sept. 24: Feed My Starving Children MobilePack Event 

http://www.innatreading.com/
https://www.epaumc.org/category/local-church/events/
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/07/aug-11-sept-8-oct-13-church-to-hot-ted-talks-on-racism/
tel:610-444-2400
https://www.ted.com/talks/alice_goffman_college_or_prison_two_destinies_one_blatant_injustice
https://www.ted.com/talks/nate_silver_on_race_and_politics
https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an_injustice
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/07/august-17-program-on-gun-violence-prevention-umc-of-west-chester/
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/07/august-15-18-adult-vacation-bible-school/
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/07/august-15-18-adult-vacation-bible-school/
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/01/free-training-on-bystander-intervention-hopewell-umc/
https://www.epaumc.org/local-church/events/2016/01/feed-my-starving-children-mobilepack-event-sept-24/


Bible Quiz    Christian Symbol  
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Under what circumstances did 
strongman Samson become weak?  
 
A. When a curse was spoken 
against him  
B. When he slacked off on his 
weight-lifting exercises  
C. When his hair was cut  
D. When he was bound with ropes that had never been 
used  
 

 
Answer on page 9 

Sevenfold Flame  
Tongues of fire are a common symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, based on the Pentecost events of 
Acts 2. However, when seven flames are de-
picted together, they also represent the seven 
gifts of the Spirit as named in Isaiah 11:2-3: 
wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, might, 
knowledge, fear of the 
Lord and delight in the 
fear of the Lord 
(sometimes paraphrased 
"joy in the Lord's pres-
ence").   

My purpose 
God has created me to do him some definite service …  
I have my mission … he has not created me for naught.  
I shall do good; I shall do his work …  
I will trust him, whatever I am,  
I can never be thrown away.  
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him,  
in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him.  
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.  
He does nothing in vain …  
He knows what he is about.  
 
—John Henry Newman  

We are bodies of 
broken bones. I 
guess I’d always 
known but never 
fully considered 
that being broken is 
what makes us hu-
man. We all have 
our reasons. Some-

times we’re fractured by 
the choices we make; 
sometimes we’re shat-
tered by things we would 
never have chosen.  
 
But our brokenness is 
also the source of our 
common humanity, the 

basis for our shared search for 
comfort, meaning and healing. 
Our shared vulnerability and 
imperfection nurtures and sus-
tains our capacity for compas-
sion.  
 
—Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy  

Beautiful brokenness 
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Puzzle Page 

Answer: C (See Judges 16:17-19.)   



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Pastor John Bletsch 

Cell: 610-533-9367 

E-mail: johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Come and Worship With Us 

9:00am Sunday School for all ages              

10:00am Worship  

  First Sunday of the month Communion 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

