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Inside this issue: 

As the special session of General Conference approaches, many church leaders have 
weighed in on the proposals before us and on the future of the church.  
 
As a scholar of United Methodism, I sometimes sense that we, as a denomination, tend 
to take a narrower view of events and are not particularly adept at the broader consid-
erations historical understanding can offer. As the co-pastor of a local congregation, I 
have spent little time discussing the February conference with our church members, 
preferring to see what decisions, if any, result from the legislative body (and any sub-
sequent moves toward schism by coalitions). 

History tells us that proposals and plans, often years in the making, are frequently un-
done or substantially changed in ways that diminish the care and study that went into 

bringing legislation before us. While not always helpful, such sharp veers simply ac-

company the democratic nature of our decision-making processes. 
 

History also tells us that no matter what happens in the months to come, two things are 

certain.  
 

First, the question of full participation for the LGBTQ community will not be settled in 

February — or even if schism occurs. The arc of justice is long. The arc of church de-
liberations is usually longer. Concerns about racism within the denomination and the 

full participation of women continue, despite some 200 years of deliberation and 

schism throughout the 19th century. The African Methodist Episcopal Church, African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Zion, and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, sepa-

rated from the Methodist Episcopal Church over race issues. 

 
Second, no matter the outcome of the special General Conference, the church will con-

tinue. Our predecessor denominations experienced many schisms in the 19th century 

— separations that, admittedly, were easier to accomplish by Discipline though, un-
doubtedly, no less painful — yet Methodism has continued to be a vital presence 

around the globe. 

 
Perhaps the most important lesson of history is found in the deeper divisions that are 

present in our denomination. Beneath the question of whether or not to allow the full 

participation of LGBTQ persons in the church — or even to allow for a more localized 
decision process — lie historic perspectives on the basic mission of the church. 

 

In their comprehensive history of American Methodism authors Russ Richey, Ken 
Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt demonstrate that the early years of the Methodist 

movement in the U.S. were shaped by the pietistic, evangelical spirit of the era’s reviv-

alism: converting individual souls to Christ. (And, yes, we should note the U.S.-centric 
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nature of The United Methodist Church, which is another issue yet to be resolved.) 

 
In the 19th century, after the church was founded, a second impulse arose. 

 

Methodist women, struggling for full participation as laity and clergy, created powerful para-church organiza-
tions — in our predecessor denomination, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Women’s Home Missionary 

Society, the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society, and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. These or-

ganizations were undergirded by a sense of the emerging Social Gospel and attending to social ills, while the 
male-led mission arms largely continued the pietistic emphasis on individual conversion to Christ. 

 
In a subtle framework still at work today, some of us in The United Methodist Church focus on the conversion 

of individuals as the root mission that leads to the transformation of the world. In this vein, we are concerned, 

first and foremost, about individual sin and repentance. We identify individual sins in need of repentance and 
often consider some sins as more grievous than others.  

 

Others in the denomination, however, hold an affinity with the Social Gospel movement, which suggests that 
the transformation of society requires us to address societal and institutional structures and exclusions that de-

prive larger groups of people of the fullness of life and are contrary to the Gospel. Here we focus on systemic 

sin and the transformation of institutions as the core mission that leads toward transforming the world. Above 
all, in this second view, we should confront societal sins as the greater source of harm and evil. For most of us, 

these two perspectives are not easily meshed and, therefore, become competing constructions of the church's 

mission. 
 

John Wesley certainly held to the pietistic, evangelical sense of individual conversion and repentance, claim-

ing that Methodists were to reform the nation and “spread scriptural holiness” [i.e., love] one soul at a time. 
Yet, he also had a clear sense of reforming institutions, as evidenced by his deep commitment to education for 

the sake of breaking the cycle of poverty (e.g., the Kingswood School), ensuring access to affordable health 

care (“Primitive Physick” and his free public clinic), and ending the institution of slavery. In other words, John 
Wesley found a way to hold together these competing claims to how the mission of the church should take 

shape in practice.  

 
Of course, such a framework has considerably more complexity at work than can be addressed in this short 

commentary. Nonetheless, perhaps the pressing question for today’s United Methodist Church is whether we 

can hold together these competing impulses of historic Methodism. 
 

Can those who focus on individual conversion and those whose perspective tends toward systemic reform ne-

gotiate these differences as Methodism’s founder was able to do? What seems to be at stake, in some ways, is 
whether we can reflect the fullness of John Wesley’s vision for the Christian life within the church, or if we 

will be compelled to reduce it to a much narrower version of his Methodism expressed through competing de-

nominational entities.  
 

Ultimately, if the heart of Wesley’s Methodism is our ability to express in practice the Great Commandment, 

the love of God and love of neighbor (inward and outward or personal and social holiness), then at least in my 
mind, our goal should be to promote the Gospel imperatives of love over judgment and reconciliation over di-

vision.  

 
Robinson is a professor of Methodist Studies and Christian Theology at Saint Paul School of Theology at Ok-

lahoma City University. She also is co-pastor of The Village, a United Methodist Church. 
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December  
2nd New Series “Angels Among Us” 
        Communion by Intinction  
9th Last day to order poinsettias 
24th Join us at 7:00pm for a Christmas Eve Family Candlelight 
Service. If your child would like to be an angel or a shepherd 
please try to come a little early to put on a costume. See Mona or 
Stephanie Knauer for help. 

We are still collecting items for PAC’S and 
Flood Buckets.  Items can be put on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371  
                                                      (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Starting a new worship series “Angels Among Us” on December 2 
 

12/2 “Make Ready a People: #morehope”   
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80  

 

12/9 “Nothing is Impossible: #morepeace” 
 Luke 1:26-56 

 

12/16 “Do Not Be Afraid:#morejoy”  
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

12/23 “This Will Be a Sign: #morelove”  
Luke 2:1-20 

 

12/24 7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 
12/30 “Get Up and Go: #morelife”  

             Matthew 2:1-23 

 

 

December 18th  UMW at 11:15am 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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Many happy returns  

Small packages, great things  

Little word, big difference  

The motto for Hershey’s Kisses 
used to be “Big things come in 
small packages!” That also could 
be a motto for Bethlehem, for Ba-
by Jesus and, indeed, for us. It’s 
an important message to remem-
ber when we fear we’re too weak 
to fix the world’s problems, too 
small to fight the gigantic terror 
that threatens a loved one or too 
lacking in abilities we see in oth-
ers.  

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephra-
thah, who are one of the little 
clans of Judah,” God declares 
through the prophet Micah (5:2, 
NRSV), “from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel.” Bethlehem was a mere 
village. God’s ruler for Israel 
started as an infant. His birthplace 
was a small stable, not a palace or 
temple. But size isn’t everything. 
Big — that is, great — things can 

Somehow, not only for 
Christmas,  
But all the long year 
through,  
The joy that you give to oth-
ers,  
Is the joy that comes back to 
you.  
And the more you spend in 
blessing  

The poor and lonely and sad,  
The more of your heart’s pos-
sessing  
Returns to you glad.  
 
—John Greenleaf Whittier   

come in small packages. And 
thanks to the tiny baby who 
grew up to share immeasura-
bly huge love with the world, 
God can do great things 
through you, too!  

In Luke 10:38-42, Martha 
gets a bad rap. After all, 
we need Marthas to get 
things done and to show 
hospitality. (Note that 
Martha is the one who 
opens up her home to Jesus 
in the first place!) Marthas 
are needed in December, 
but holiday preparations 
shouldn’t shift our focus 

from the reason for the season. 
When we become “worried and 
distracted” as Martha did (v. 
41, NRSV), we’re tempted to 
trade God’s “one thing” (v. 42) 
for the world’s many worthless 
things. Yet if we’re only like 
Mary, we may forget to let the 
world know who we’re cele-
brating!  
 

So this Christmas, keep a 
proper balance between your 
inner Mary and your inner 
Martha. Take time to “be 
Mary,” kneeling at the man-
ger, so that all the merry 
things you do as Martha have 
meaning and serve the new-
born king. 



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 2nd - Lloyd Knauer and Joe Kukucka 

 9th - Lloyd Knauer and Joe Kukucka 

16th - Dianne Maylen and Mona Knauer 

23rd - Dianne Maylen and Mona Knauer 

30th - Nancy Kukucka and Mel Hoffman 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

  2nd - Mr. and Mrs. Hebert Raysor, by Daughter, Janet Geyer 

  9th - OPEN 

16th - OPEN 

23rd - Poinsettias 

30th - Poinsettias 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of someone. 

December 9 
December 16 
 

Greeters 

 2nd -  Bill and Joey Epprecht 

 9th - Ken and Maryjane Schum 

16th - Bob and Phyllis Wilt 

23rd - Joey Epprecht and Carol Butterfield 

24th  - Fred and Betsy Ettinger 

30th - Bill and Joey Epprecht 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Cathleen Warner 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 
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pressed. My heart has literally 
ached in anguish over circum-
stances of life, and in those 
moments I have been the most 
tempted to doubt the truth of 
God’s Word. But instead I 
chose with my will to believe 
his Word. Thousands of times 
my prayers have begun, ‘Lord, 
I feel ... but, Lord, your Word 
says ....’”  
 

Bailey counsels, “You and I can 
either grow accustomed to listen-
ing to our feelings, thoughts, and 
circumstances, letting them con-
trol us, or we can be in the habit 
of taking God at his word despite 
our feelings and life experiences. 
... His Word is truer than our 
feelings.”  

Faith and feelings  

Here and now  

During a Bible study on faith, 
Ney Bailey came up with this 
definition: “Faith is taking 
God at his word.” Further-
more, she was reminded that 
“the word of our God endures 
forever” (Isaiah 40:8, NIV).  
 
In Faith Is Not a Feel-
ing (WaterBrook), Bailey 
writes, “[Sometimes] I have 
felt afraid or lonely or de-

Bishop Stephen Bouman stood 
behind an altar in a small crypt 
chapel of the Church of the An-
nunciation in Nazareth, suppos-
edly at the location where Mary 
heard she was going to have a 
baby. Carved into the altar was 
the Latin for “The Word was 
made flesh,” but Bouman no-
ticed an addition: hic, or 

“here.” Verbum caro hic 
factum est, “The Word was 
made flesh here.”  
 
Whoever authorized that 
inscription probably meant 
it to refer to that specific 
location. In reality, howev-
er, the Incarnation means 
God became flesh here on 

earth, for all of us. The 
Incarnation means we 
can speak of the near-
ness of God. It means 
God walks with us on 
earth, and that if we are 
saved anywhere, it is 
right here.   

While waiting …  
Advent does not lead to nerv-
ous tension stemming from 
expectation of something spec-
tacular about to happen. On 
the contrary, it leads to a grow-
ing inner stillness and joy al-
lowing me to realize that he 
for whom I am waiting has 
already arrived and speaks to 
me in the silence of my heart.  
 

Just as a mother feels the child 
grow in her and is not sur-
prised on the day of the birth, 
but joyfully receives the one 
she learned to know during her 
waiting, so Jesus can be born 
in my life slowly and steadily 
and be received as the one I 
learned to know while wait-
ing.  
 

—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The 
Genesee Diary  
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Family of Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Mario DiNardo, Jr. 
Jim Epprecht, Sr. 
Joey Epprecht 
Earl Gable 
Family of Mark Garrett, Jr. 
Family of Bob Hanks 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Melissa (Epprecht) & Jake Kane 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Family of Joe Sparano 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bob Wilt 
Family of Dawn Wilt 
Iona Wilkinson 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and her fam-
ily 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

1 Donna Kunsch 

2 Tiffany Pope 

 Katelann Walker 

4 Joseph Kukucka, Sr 

5 Paul Fisher 

8 Nathaniel Carter 

9 Margaret Ann Myers 

10 Lori Smith 

 Tiffany Berkey 

11 Fred Ettinger, III 

 Erika Whitmore 

13 Sarah Kunsch 

 Conor Kane 

14 Cassie Carter 

 Jessica Maylen 

18 Nancy Kukucka 

19 Brendan Burke 

20 Michael Evangelist, Jr 

 John Kane 

 Jessica Bradbury 

 Jenna Fitzcharles 

26 Sarah May Dieter 

28 Barbara Van Horn 

31 Tim McCullough 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Dec. 6: Christmas Concert at Coventryville UMC 

Owen J. Roberts High School’s acapella group, “The Naturals”, is returning to CUMC on Thursday, Decem-
ber 6th, at 1:00 PM for a festive concert. Please join us for this special event and stay for light refreshments in 
Grace Hall after the concert. Questions? Please contact the main office at 610-469-9350, or vis-
it https://www.coventryvilleumc.org for more information. 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
2019: 

 Jan. 19: Equipping Church Leaders 

 March 2: Tools for Ministry 

 March 16: VIM & (Volunteers in Ministry) ERT (Early Response Team) training event 

 March 16: Eastern PA Conf. Youth Rally: Wesley UMC Bethlehem 
March 23: Hope! Talks 2.0: Inspiration for Small Congregations 
April 5-7: Changing Racism Workshop 

 April 9: The Art of Preaching, West Lawn UMC, $20 registration. 

 May 5: District Conferences 
June 1: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry Workshop 
June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference 

Bishop Peggy Johnson will hold special town hall meeting on the South District on March 27, 6:30pm, to 
 address legislation enacted at the 2019 Special Called General Conference in February.  

Dec. 1: “Replicas of where Christ was born – Christmas Nativities” at First 
UMC Perkasie 
We invite everyone to join us and experience “Replicas of where Christ was born – 
Christmas Nativities” on Saturday, December 1st from 4:30 PM to about 8:30 PM. Stop 
in on your way to the 109th annual Perkasie Tree Lighting or stop by after the tree light-

ing. We will also have live music in the form of carols being played and sung by the Praise Band and other 
groups. The Nativities will also be on display after worship services on Sunday, December 2nd. Refreshments 
will be served. 

Dec. 15: ‘Allegro Christmas: “A City in Song”‘ at First UMC Lancaster 
Saturday, December 15, 3:00 PM & 7:30 PM 
The Allegro Orchestra Lancaster, under the direction of Dr. Brian Norcross, combined with the 85-voice Alle-
gro Christmas Chorus, will present the 4th annual Allegro Christmas Concert, “A City in Song”. 
Selections will include three different Sleigh Rides (Leroy Anderson, Frederick Deliu,s and Serge Prokofiev), 
Joseph Martin’s Joy to the World, Brian Balmages’ Fantasy on We Three Kings, and Dan Forrest’s inspira-
tional Festival First Nowell. 
Tickets are $30, students ages 5 to 18 tickets are FREE. To order tickets, go to www.allegrolancaster.org. 
10% of ticket proceeds will support Anchorage Breakfast Program. Come and experience the joy of the sea-
son in the beautifully decorated sanctuary of First Church with Lancaster’s joyful orchestra… ALLEGRO! 

https://www.coventryvilleumc.org/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hope-talks-seminar-on-vital-small-church-ministries/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/changing-racism-workshop-4-5-19-4-7-19/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/crcc-event-w-dr-grace-pak/


Bible Quiz  Christian 
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According to the fourth Gospel, “There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the _____.”  
 
A. love  
B. life  
C. light  
D. Lord  
 
 
Answer on page 10 

Five-Pointed Star  
 
The star of Bethlehem is often 
shown as a five-pointed star. 
Roughly shaped like a human 
being, it symbolizes Christ’s 
incarnation. It also calls to 
mind the wise men’s journey: 
“After Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him’” 
(Matthew 2:1-2, NIV).   
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Answer: C (See John 1:6-7, NRSV.)  

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm Bible Study  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Family  Service 7:00pm 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

