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NASA has sent a space craft far beyond Pluto that recently took pictures of a reddish 

rock that astronomers call “Ultima Thule” (which means “beyond the known world”). 

This hunk of rock and ice stretches about 20 miles across and is about 6.5 billion kilo-

meters from the earth. 

Ultima Thule is significant, according to NASA, because it could offer us insights 

about what the solar system was like at its first forming. It could help scientists under-

stand how the building blocks of planets were made 4 billion years ago. 

On January 1 the New Horizons spacecraft sent back pictures—images the like of 

which we have never seen before.  What is even more exciting is that this spacecraft 

has enough power to continue exploring the unknown universe for another 11 years. 

So, it will continue traveling further out into space and take even more out-of-this-

world pictures that we have never seen before. 

As Psalm 19 rejoices, “The heavens declare the glory of God.”  How amazing is our 

God to have created so many vast planets and stars? 

 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which 

you have set in place,” asks Psalm 8:3, “what is man that you are mindful of him and 

the son of man that you care for him?” Compared to all this vastness of space, we on 

this tiny planet might seem insignificant. Yet, God does love us and care for us as pre-
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cious beings in God’s creation. 

Ponder the words of Ephesians 3:20: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or im-

agine, according to his power that is at work with us…” Or Romans 11:33: “Oh, the depth of the riches of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing.” 

Yet, beyond the known world (to borrow our new celestial discovery’s moniker) and beyond the new horizons 

emerging in our sciences, we know an unknowable God.  We know this Creator who cares for all creation 

through mighty words and deeds, through a heaven-sent Son whose birth we celebrated at Christmas, and 

through our own faith in the reliable evidence of things unseen. 

We may continue to journey far in our search and discovery of distant, unknown worlds. But the God we know 

is always near, listening and peering into our searching hearts, hearing and responding with love to our prayers 

of faith. Let us believe in that! 

 

 
Resources: www.QZ.com, www.cbc.ca 

Republished from The Bishop’s Blog. 

FEBRUARY 

http://www.qz.com/
http://www.cbc.ca/
https://bishoppeggyjohnson.blogspot.com/2019/01/to-know-beyond-unknown.html
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We are still collecting items for PAC’S and 
Flood Buckets.  Items can be put on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371  
                                                      (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

 

 

February 17th   UMW at 11:15am 

Special dates 

• African-American History Month  
• Valentine’s Day, February 14 
• Presidents Day, February 18 

Our church will be starting a new 
ministry called "The Mission Clos-
et” with the help of Dianne Maylen 
and Stephanie Knauer.  Each 
month a portion of 
the proceeds will go to a mis-
sion need in our area with the re-
maining going toward the church's 
general fund. 

Dianne and Stephanie are now tak-
ing donations for The Mission 
Closet. 

Please use your “Promise to give to my 
Church” card that is in your 2019 envelope 
box.  You may place in offing plate or give 
to Mona Knauer.   

After worship on February 
3rd stay and enjoy some good 
soups and conversation after 
words. 
If you can bring a non-
perishable item for PACS.  

After worship on February 
3rd, Rev. Bob Wilt will give 
an overview of proposals 
for the special 2019 Gen-
eral Conference with a 
Q&A discussion.  Please 
join us for this very im-
portant discussion on the 
Way Forward proposals.  

Thank you so much for your 
thoughtful Christmas gifts to me and 
our staff.  Your kindness is very 
much appreciated! 

Pastor Deborah 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net


PAGE 4 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  FEBRUARY 

The church as mosaic  

Neighborly love  

Ripples of kindness  

As an ordained minister, Fred 
Rogers harnessed the power of 
television to tell children they 
were loved — and to show them 
how to love others. In You Are 
Special, he writes, “When we 
love a person, we accept him or 
her exactly as is: the lovely with 
the unlovely, the strong along 
with the fearful, the true mixed in 
with the façade, and of course, 
the only way we can do it is by 
accepting ourselves that way.”  

 
In a review of the touching docu-
mentary Won’t You Be My Neigh-
bor? a writer for Variety notes: 
“Rogers’ real secret was … that 
the call to love your neighbor as 
yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in 
your kitchen with flowers around 
it — it’s a decision you make at 
every moment, to view every 
man, woman and child on earth 
as your neighbor. If you don’t see 
and feel that, and act on it, then 

A mosaic consists of 
thousands of little stones. 
Some are blue, some are 
green, some are yellow, 
some are gold. When we 
bring our faces close to 
the mosaic, we can admire 
the beauty of each stone. But 
as we step back from it, we 
can see that all these little 

stones reveal to us a 
beautiful picture, tell-
ing a story none of 
these stones can tell 
by itself.  
 
That is what our life in 

[the church] is about. Each of us 
is like a little stone, but together 
we reveal the face of God to the 

you’re just another narcissist 
with a kitchen slogan.”  
 
Last October, when a syna-
gogue shooting shattered the 
peace of Rogers’ real-life for-
mer neighborhood, residents 
of all religions embraced one 
another as neighbors. After-
ward, the Fred Rogers Center 
stated, “We long for a day 
when there is no more tragedy 
born from hatred.”  

world. Nobody can say: “I make 
God visible.” But others who see 
us together can say: “They make 
God visible.” [Christian] commu-
nity is where humility and glory 
touch.  
 
—Henri J.M. Nouwen  

“I drop kindness pebbles in still 

water every day, and I watch the 

effect they have on other people’s 

lives. My favorite kindness peb-

bles are compliments. Drop a 

compliment and watch the ripple 

effect that it has in your life.”  

 

Remarkably, these cheery words 

come from a father who has faced 

many dark, difficult days. In 6 

Minutes Wrestling With 

Life, John Passaro tells of his 

daughter’s heart-wrenching battle 

with meningitis. The 

struggles didn’t 

make him bitter; 

rather, he frequently 

offers uplifting 

words on social me-

dia.  

What if we followed 

Passaro’s example 

and complimented people regular-

ly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV) in-

structs us to think about things 

that are noble, lovely, admi-

rable, excellent and praise-

worthy. By extension, turn-

ing those positive thoughts 

into words causes “kindness 

pebbles” to spread God’s light 

in ripples throughout 

someone’s day — and, doubt-

less, through ours.   



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 3rd - Bill Epprecht, Carol Butterfield and Joey Epprecht 

10th - Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

17th - Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

24th - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

 3rd - Our Son, Michael, by Dianne and Paul Fisher 

10th - Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mitchell and Sarah, by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Dieter 

17th - Loved Ones, by Wayne Wadsworth 

24th - Daniel Smith, by Janet Geyer 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is 
$30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you 
would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or 
honor of someone. 

3/10/2019 

3/24/2019 

4/21/2019 

4/28/2019 

5/19/2019 

5/26/2019 

6/2/2019 

6/23/2019 

6/30/2019 

7/7/2019 

Greeters 

 3rd - Vernon Readman and Bill Epprecht 

10th - Vernon and Jeannie Readman 

17th - Fred and Betsy Ettinger 

24th - Paul and Dianne Fisher 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  

(If Needed)  

 

3rd - Mel Hoffman 

10th - Lloyd Knauer 

17th - Mila Lambert 

24th - Bill Epprecht 

7/21/2019 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

8/25/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

9/22/2019 

10/13/2019 

10/27/2019 

11/3/2019 

11/10/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 
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signed his letters “Your Valen-
tine.” Later, Christians fol-
lowed suit to honor him. By 
the mid-1700s, friends and 
sweethearts exchanged heart-
shaped trinkets or sent hand-
written notes of affection on 
February 14.  

Affectionately yours 

Lighten your load  

St. Valentine, a Roman priest, 
was martyred in 270 A.D. for 
loving Jesus. Some sources say 
he performed weddings after the 
emperor banned them; others say 
he rescued Christians from Ro-
man prisons. Two centuries later, 
the pope declared February 14 
St. Valentine’s Day.  
According to legend, the priest 

  Keeping sabbath, not just on 
Sundays but throughout the en-
tire week in an integrated way, 
keeps us sane, says Donna 
Schaper. While our culture push-
es us to move faster, work harder 
and acquire more money and 
stuff, sabbath observances pro-
mote play, rest, love and wor-
ship.  

 
“Sabbath — time for God — is 
a gift in its origin and in its 
keeping,” Schaper writes 
in Sabbath Keeping(Cowley 
Publications). “It is not anoth-
er must; it is a may. God in-
vites us to keep sabbath; God 
does not demand it.”  
 

The commandment to keep the 
Sabbath day holy, she notes, “is 
an invitation to a party, not to a 
hanging. Sabbath keeping is not 
one more thing to add to our al-
ready long lists. [It] is lightness, 
not heaviness.”  

Stuck on repeat?  
In Groundhog Day, Bill Murray is 

doomed to repeat the same day over 

and over. For Christians, the “sin 

cycle” is similar: mess up, repent, 

resolve to do better — and fail yet 

again, often in the exact same ways.  

 

That movie is really about grace, 

contends Mark Lockard. “We fail in 

small ways … and in tragic ways,” 

he writes on MinistryMatters.com. 

“Sometimes I think it would be nice 

to be able to hit repeat and try again 

the next day, to aim for perfection, 

to be the saintly Phil Connors 

we see at movie’s end. But that 

takes away the spontaneity of 

the new day, the challenge of 

being more Christ-like despite a 

brand new set of circumstanc-

es.”  

 

On earth, the “chill” of sin keeps 

biting, but we can “face the 

stark winter day wrapped 

warmly in the knowing that it’s 

okay to get it wrong,” Lockard 

writes. “That’s part of figuring 

out who we are as a beloved 

child of God. That’s what grace 

is all about.”   
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Family of Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Mario DiNardo, Jr. 
Jim Epprecht, Sr. 
Joey Epprecht 
Earl Gable 
Family of Mark Garrett, Jr. 
Family of Bob Hanks 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Melissa (Epprecht) & Jake Kane 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Family of Joe Sparano 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 
Family of Dawn Wilt 
Iona Wilkinson 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and her fam-
ily 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

5 Dawn Hammilie 

6 Alexandra Doyle 

 Nicole Frisco 

7 Donald Frisco 

 Marilyn Patzuk 

 Bobbie Jo McCullough 

9 Dominic Huntzinger 

13 Kimberly Mansur 

14 Natalie Griffith 

20 Clayton Blank 

 Cathleen Warner 

21 Colton Wadsworth 

22 Ochie Spruell 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
2019: 

 March 2: Tools for Ministry 

 March 16: VIM & (Volunteers in Ministry) ERT (Early Response Team) training event  

 March 16: Eastern PA Conf. Youth Rally: Wesley UMC Bethlehem 
March 23: Hope! Talks 2.0: Inspiration for Small Congregations 
April 5-7: Changing Racism Workshop 

 April 9: The Art of Preaching, West Lawn UMC, $20 registration. 

 May 5: District Conferences 
June 1: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry Workshop 
June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference 

Bishop Peggy Johnson will hold special town hall meeting on the South District on March 27, 6:30pm, to 
 address legislation enacted at the 2019 Special Called General Conference in February.  

Feb. 2: Big Game Chili Sale at Emmanuel UMC in Brownstown  
On Saturday, February 2, 2019, Emmanuel UMC of Brownstown Pa will host its annual Big Game Chili 
Sale. Variety of homemade chili’s from traditional to adventurous, hot to mild, meaty to vegetarian will be 
available along with fresh cornbread. Chili is available at $8 per quart and cornbread at $5 per pan. Both are 
great for a football party or a warm winter meal. Enjoy free samples and pick up all you need from 10 am to 2 
pm. For more information call Pastor Larry Kipp at 717-475-0665. 
Emmanuel UMC, 11 North Church St. Brownstown Pa, 17508 
Pastor Larry Kipp 
(717) 656-7575 lkipp19@aol.com 

Feb. 23: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Information Session 

February 23, 2019, 10 AM to 12 PM at Cedarville UMC (1092 Laurelwood Rd, Pottstown, PA 19465) 
This event is for churches and members who are interested in learning more about CR/CC appointments. 
Registration is free but mandatory for attendance, and EVERY church is requested to send at least one repre-
sentative to attend. 

SOUTH DISTRICT 2019 TOOLS FOR MINISTRY March 2 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm  
 Eastern University/Palmer Campus, 1300 Eagle Road, St. Davids, PA 19087-3696  
THERE ARE 27 WORKSHOPS TO CHOOSE FROM 
YOU MAY TAKE TWO (one in session A and one in session B)  

REGISTRATION FEE: 

 Early (until 12 am Jan. 25) $11 

 Standard (until 12 am Feb. 15) $13 
  Late (after Feb. 15) $16 

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hope-talks-seminar-on-vital-small-church-ministries/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/changing-racism-workshop-4-5-19-4-7-19/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/crcc-event-w-dr-grace-pak/


Bible Quiz  Christian Symbol  
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In Luke’s account of Jesus calling the first disci-
ples from their work as fishermen to follow him 
and “fish for people” (NIV), which disciple is not 
named?  
 
A. James  
B. John  
C. Simon  
D. Andrew  
 

 
Answer on page 10 

Chi Rho  
“Chi” and “rho” are the first two 
letters in the Greek spelling for 
Christ (XPICTOC, pronounced 
“Christos”). The blending of 
these two letters into one symbol 
formed a “sacred monogram.” 
Early Christians created many 
such symbols as codes to indicate their discipleship 
while avoiding detection by Roman persecutors. 
Many variations of the Chi Rho symbol exist, incor-
porating a cross, a shepherd’s crook, the Greek letters 
alpha and omega, an anchor and other images.'   
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Answer: D (See Luke 5:1-11.)   

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm Bible Study  

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

