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Epiphany 
Many of us were introduced to Epiphany through the familiar silhouetted-image of 
Three Wise Men bearing gifts as they followed the Great Star by night. In some cul-
tures, Epiphany is known as the Day of the Kings (Dia de los Reyes). It is also known 
as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom of giving a gift for each of 
the days from December 25 to January 6 for the 12 days of Christmas. The day has 
special meaning for a number of reasons. Several branches of Christianity celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child onJanuary 6 or January 7 

The word epiphany means appearance or manifestation. Popular usage lik-
ens epiphany to words such as eureka or aha! Use of this word by some English speak-
ers conjures images of having a light bulb turned on, or of being able to see something 
that was once hidden from view. The texts for the Sundays after the Epiphany drama-
tize the many ways that we people came to understand who Jesus was, through his 
baptism, the miracle at the wedding, or through that bodacious declaration in his 
hometown synagogue! But, this ever-widening circle of revelation began 'outside the 
circle' of Judaism, so to speak, with the Magi. 

Who were the Magi? 
Many versions of the Bible refer to them as the Wise Men. We often forget that these 
Magi or Wise Men were non-Jews. Older sources suggest that they were priestly de-
scendants of one of the tribes of the Medes known for their knowledge of the stars 
(astronomy) and their ability to interpret dreams. 

What can we learn from the Wise Men? 

First, the Wise Men began their journey because of their beliefs. 
It was a common belief that when a world leader like a king was born that a special 
stellar phenomenon would appear in the sky. The Magi saw something that convinced 
them that they had seen the long-awaited sign. Historians tell us that the Jews, the Ro-
mans, and the Persians were all watching the skies about that time, looking for signs of 
the birth of an extraordinary king. A few years before, around 11 BC, Halley's Comet 
had been seen. There were other stellar phenomena, including a bright star, Sirius, 
which appeared brightly in the daytime instead of at night. The Wise Men saw the star 
and began their journey. 

May God give us all inspiration for this year's journey. 

Second, the Wise Men were willing to follow what they had seen into unknown 
territory. 
Their journey took them outside their country and their comfort zone. The Wise Men 
risked the consequences of disobeying Herod, who was known to behave as a madman 
when provoked and returned to their country by another way. 

January, 2019 

O tte rb e in  O u tre a c h  

Commentary: Thoughts upon GC2019 via Methodist history 
By the Rev. Elaine A. Robinson 

http://www.armenianchurch-ed.net/feasts/feastschristmas/about/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml#h6
http://bibleencyclopedia.com/search--magi
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaries/dict_meaning.php?source=3&wid=S9312
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaries/dict_meaning.php?source=3&wid=S9312
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The Christian journey is often an off-road excursion. 

Third, the Wise Men were committed to the journey -- wherever the star might lead. 
The Wise Men set out to find a newborn King by following a star and ended up in finding a baby born to 
young, relatively poor parents! Not exactly what they expected and not exactly what befit their dignity as 
priests. 

In this coming year, may we look to heaven for guidance and comfort and may we accept God's blessings in 
whatever forms we find them, just as the Wise Men accepted that their long, expensive journey led them to a 
baby born to young, inexperienced parents who lived on the poor side of town. 

Finally, the Wise Men brought gifts.  
They did the thing that people in the East or in Africa or in India would do when visiting royalty. They brought 
gifts. 

Gold was the kind of gift that you brought to a king. 
Frankincense was the kind of gift that you would bring to a priest. 
Myrrh was given to someone who was about to die. 

On This Twelfth Day, or Three Kings Day, otherwise known as Epiphany, think of the gift that you will offer to 
God in the coming year. The gift of time? The gift of your talents? Your service in the community? Your wit-
ness and testimony? The gift of undying love and devotion? 

Their greatest gift comes to us in the form of a realization. The Wise Men were the first Gentiles to recognize 
that Jesus belongs to everyone. Good news is for everyone, not just a select few. 

Star of wonder 
Star of light 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading 
Still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

Amen. 

JANUARY 
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We are still collecting items for PAC’S and 
Flood Buckets.  Items can be put on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371  
                                                      (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

 

 

 

January 20th  UMW at 11:15am 

Special dates 

• New Year’s Day, January 1 
• Epiphany, January 6 
• Baptism of the Lord, January 13 
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21 

Our church will be starting a new ministry 
called "The Mission Closet” with the help 
of Dianne Maylen and Stephanie Knauer.  
Each month a portion of the proceeds will 
go to a mission need in our area with the 
remaining going toward the church's gen-
eral fund. 

Dianne and Stephanie are now taking do-
nations for The Mission Closet. 

Please use your “Promise to give to my 
Church” card that is in your 2019 envelope 
box.  You may place in offing plate or give 
to Mona Knauer.   

There will be no communion on January 6.  We will 
have communion on January 13 at the altar. 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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Praying for unity  

Kingfisher faith  

Winter warmth  

In a video on his publisher’s web-
site, Eugene Peterson tells of 
watching a kingfisher repeatedly 
dive for fish in a lake. Peterson 
counted 37 dives before the king-
fisher caught its supper! “And 
he’s the king fisher!” Peterson 
chuckles. From that bird-
watching episode, he gleaned a 
ministry lesson: It may take a 
long time and many attempts — 
maybe dozens! — before some-

thing works out.  
 
God calls us to live out his love 
faithfully, even when we don’t 
seem to be accomplishing any-
thing. Maybe we extend 36 invi-
tations to worship, work 36 
monthly shifts at a food bank or 
utter 36 prayers without seeing 
results. “What’s the point?” we 
wonder. But the kingfisher urges 
us on: “Maybe number 37 is the 

Every January, the Christian 
church worldwide marks the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. This ecumenical 
“octave,” or eight-day ob-
servance, lasts from January 
18 (the Feast of St. Peter) to 
January 25 (the Feast of St. 
Paul).  
 

The week is based on Je-
sus’ prayer to his heaven-
ly Father in John 17:21 
that his followers “may all 
be one … so that the 
world may believe that 
you have sent me” (ESV). 
Jesus knew that if Chris-
tians were fiercely divid-
ed, people outside the 

charm!”  
 
In the words of St. Paul (and 
mixing fishing and farming 
metaphors): “Let us not be-
come weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up” 
(Galatians 6:9, NIV).  

faith wouldn’t want to learn 
more about him.  
 
The theme for the 2019 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is from Deuteronomy 
16:20 (NRSV): “Justice, and 
only justice, you shall pur-
sue.”   

O God, you give the winter’s cold,  
as well as summer’s joyous rays.  
You warmly in your love enfold,  
and keep us through life’s wintry days.  
 
—Samuel Longfellow  



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 6th - Nancy Kukucka and Mel Hoffman 

13th - Dianne Fisher and Allison Mendelsohn 

20th - Dianne Fisher and Allison Mendelsohn 

27th - Carol Butterfield, Bill and Joey Epprecht 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

  6th - Our Loved Ones, by Kay Kunsch 

13th - In Honor of Children and Grandchildren, by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ettinger 

20th - OPEN 

27th - Rev. and Mrs. William C. Blatt, by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilt and Family 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is 
$30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you 
would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or 
honor of someone. 

3/10/2019 

3/24/2019 

4/21/2019 

4/28/2019 

5/19/2019 

5/26/2019 

6/2/2019 

6/23/2019 

6/30/2019 

7/7/2019 

Greeters 

 6th - Bill and Joey Epprecht 

13th - Lloyd and Mona Knauer 

20th - Joe and Nancy Kukucka 

27th - Wayne Wadsworth and Vernon Readman 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  

(If Needed)  

 

6th - Bill Epprecht 

13th - Betsy Ettinger 

20th - Dianne Maylen 

27th - Dianne Fisher 

7/21/2019 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

8/25/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

9/22/2019 

10/13/2019 

10/27/2019 

11/3/2019 

11/10/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 
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I should not teach others.’ So 
you should also share your tal-
ent out there.”  
Jesus’ parable of the talents in 
Matthew 25:14-30 teaches us 
to share our God-given abilities 
for purposes larger than our 
own. Sheillah is a fine exam-
ple: Besides teaching children, 

she often draws women to high-
light their suffering and their im-
portance. Surely the Master ex-
claims, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant!” (v. 23, ESV). 

Thine, not mine 

Reading resolutions  

Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an 
articulate 9-year-old Kenyan 
featured in a BBC News Afri-
ca video, attributes her artistic 
gifts to God. It’s comical to 
hear her say, “I also teach chil-
dren,” but her rationale is pro-
found: “If you have a talent, 
don’t just say: ‘It’s mine alone. 

  Every January, many Christians 
resolve to read the entire Bible in 
one year. That’s a worthy goal, 
but God doesn’t require us to 
read a certain number of verses 
or chapters per day. Instead, he 
tells us to simply be in his Word 
— and thus be with him — so he 
can grow our faith, light our path 
and assure us of his love and for-
giveness. God’s Word is a pre-

cious gift, but we need to 
“unwrap” it!  

 

F.B. Meyer offers this helpful 
advice for a new year of dis-
covering (and rediscovering!) 
Scripture: “Read the Bible, not 
as a newspaper, but as a home 
letter. If a cluster of heavenly 
fruit hangs within reach, gath-
er it. If a promise lies upon the 

page as a blank check, cash it. If 
a prayer is recorded, appropriate 
it and launch it as a feathered 
arrow from the bow of your de-
sire. If an example of holiness 
gleams before you, ask God to 
do as much for you. If the truth 
is revealed … entreat that its 
brilliance may ever irradiate … 
your life.”  

A prayer for new beginnings  
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress 
Press), Walter Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany po-
em:  
 
... this is a time to be born.  
So we turn to you, God of our life  
God of all our years,  
God of our beginning....  
We dare pray that you will do for us  
and among us and through us  
what is needful for our newness.  
Give us the power to be receptive,  
to take the newness you give ....  
There is a time to be born, and it is now.  
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.  
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new 
year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the 
beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his 
first healings, his “new teaching — with authori-
ty” (Mark 1:27). We, too, experience newness, 
now and year-round. But newness can be tough. 
So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things 
new” while banishing “mourning and crying and 
pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us in this 
new year — and always.  
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Family of Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Mario DiNardo, Jr. 
Jim Epprecht, Sr. 
Joey Epprecht 
Earl Gable 
Family of Mark Garrett, Jr. 
Family of Bob Hanks 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Melissa (Epprecht) & Jake Kane 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Family of Joe Sparano 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 
Family of Dawn Wilt 
Iona Wilkinson 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and her fam-
ily 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

1 Wesley Bradbury 
 Kimberly Pitts 
 Robbie Harper 
3 Jill Bemis 
 Denny Morrow 
5 Bob Murray, Jr 
8 Bill Blank 
9 Dianne Maylen 
 Robert Knauer 
12 Brittany Myers 
 Drew Patzuk 
16 Connor Pope 
20  Todd Hanks 
 Nathan Fitzcharles 
21 Janice Wood 
23 Jaxson Walters 
 Jim Maylen 
 David Harper 
25 Julie Mash 
27 Sharon Rodenbaugh 
28 Melody Hoffman 
 Bill Knauer 
 Vernon Readman, III 
29 Dalton Mourar 
31 Brenda Fisher 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
2019: 

 Jan. 19: Equipping Church Leaders 

 March 2: Tools for Ministry 

 March 16: VIM & (Volunteers in Ministry) ERT (Early Response Team) training event 

 March 16: Eastern PA Conf. Youth Rally: Wesley UMC Bethlehem 
March 23: Hope! Talks 2.0: Inspiration for Small Congregations 
April 5-7: Changing Racism Workshop 

 April 9: The Art of Preaching, West Lawn UMC, $20 registration. 

 May 5: District Conferences 
June 1: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry Workshop 
June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference 

Bishop Peggy Johnson will hold special town hall meeting on the South District on March 27, 6:30pm, to 
 address legislation enacted at the 2019 Special Called General Conference in February.  

Jan. 4 & Jan. 21: “From Liberty to Captivity” Movie Showing at Washington Crossing UMC 
From Liberty to Captivity is a documentary exploring the tragic reality of sex trafficking in Pennsylvania 
through the stories of victim-survivors, as well as abolitionists fighting to end this great crime against humani-
ty. Woven into the film is a message of justice and hope for the future.  Reflecting on the powerful effect of the 
abolitionists in the 19th century, this film documents one state’s fight for freedom from slavery.  Again. 
The film, produced and directed by Debbie Wright, was awarded numerous awards including Best Documen-
tary by the Top Indie Film Awards Film Festival. 
The Crossing (WCUMC) will host the eastern Pennsylvania public premiere screenings of From Liberty to 
Captivity this coming January! 

 

January 4: doors open at 6:00 pm, the program begins at 6:30 pm 
January 21: doors open at 2:30 pm, the program begins at 3:00 pm 

 

Expert panel discussion follows showings.  Free admission    Free childcare (preschool and under) will be pro-
vided 1/4 & 1/21.  Activities for K-5 graders will be provided on 1/21 only (during screening) 

Film open to those 17 or older unless accompanied by a parent or a caretaker. 
More details: crossingumc.org/freedom  Trailer: FromLibertyToCaptivity.com 
LOCATION: 
The Crossing—Washington Crossing UMC 
1895 Wrightstown Road, Washington Crossing, PA 18977 (GPS use Newtown, PA 18940) 

Jan. 5: “Getting Grace” Movie Viewing Party at Conshohocken UMC 
Getting Grace Movie Viewing Party 
January 5th 6:00PM 
Jillian’s Café 
Movie by and featuring Daniel Roebuck, and music featuring our local friend Alyssa Garcia! 
Q&A with lead actress and performance by Alyssa to follow movie! 
Free admission (free-will offering only).  

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hope-talks-seminar-on-vital-small-church-ministries/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/changing-racism-workshop-4-5-19-4-7-19/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/crcc-event-w-dr-grace-pak/
http://crossingumc.org/freedom
http://fromlibertytocaptivity.com/


Bible Quiz  Christian Symbol  
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What did Jesus say brings greater joy in heaven 
than 99 righteous people?  
 
A. The singing of angels  
B. One sinner who repents  
C. 100 righteous people  
D. None of the above  

Answer on page 10 

Descending Dove  
 
A dove is a prominent symbol of the 
Holy Spirit. When the dove is shown 
flying downward, it reminds us of 
Jesus’ baptism, when, the gospel 
writers tell us, the Spirit descended 
on him in the form of a dove. Doves also symbolize 
baptism in general, because many Christian denomi-
nations teach that the Holy Spirit and its gifts are be-
stowed at baptism. Sometimes a dove is depicted with 
a three-ray nimbus around its head, indicating that it 
is a member of the Trinity. Doves are also commonly 
used as a sign of peace.   
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Answer: B (See Luke 15:7.)  

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm Bible Study  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Family  Service 7:00pm 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

