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Inside this issue: 

The 2019 Eastern PA Annual Conference, met on  June 13-15 in Oaks, Pa., elected 
eight delegates to represent it at the 2020 General Conference (GC2020), May 5-15, in 
Minneapolis, and elected eight more delegates to join them at the next Northeastern 
Jurisdictional (NEJ) Conference in July 2020.  
 
Meanwhile, the annual conference declared itself, by a narrow vote, “a One Church 
Plan Conference in spirit.” The declaration counters new church laws enforcing re-
strictions that forbid LGBT members from being married or serving in ordained minis-
try in United Methodist churches. 
 
Those laws were passed by the Special General Conference in February 2019, where 
the conservative Traditional Plan narrowly defeated the centrist One Church Plan. The 
resolution, presented by the Rev. James McIntire, calls for ongoing efforts to embrace 
LGBTQ people and to support “ministry to, for and with all persons, regardless of sex-
ual orientation or gender identity.”  
 
"We are broken. We are in disagreement. We are hurting. We are afraid,” read McIn-
tire, pastor of Royersford UMC, in beginning his presentation statement. “We are apol-
ogetic to the communities in which we minister. We need healing.” 
 
McIntire co-wrote the resolution with the Rev. Lydia Muñoz, his wife who was 
reelected to General Conference during the session. “We as an Annual Conference say, 
‘Do no harm. Do good. And stay in love with God.’,” he concluded, quoting John 
Wesley. 
 
The hotly debated resolution passed by just 66 votes, after one attempt to alter it with 
new wording and another to table it indefinitely both failed. When challenged for let-
ting the resolution proceed to a vote despite its disagreement with church law, presid-
ing Bishop Peggy Johnson called the measure “aspirational” and thus admissible, ac-
cording to a recent UMC Judicial Council ruling. Nonetheless, conference members 
voted to appeal her decision to the Judicial Council.  
 
The controversial resolution was one of 18 the body approved, while only one was vot-
ed down: an attempt to adopt and recommend to the denomination a modified, more 
Bible-centered advertising slogan. That resolution, #2019-10, which did receive some 
support, asked that “Open Bibles” be added to the popular but unofficial UMC slogan 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.”  
 
The GC2020 primary delegates elected are: 
 

Clergy: The Revs. Dawn Taylor-Storm; Andrea Brown; Lydia Muñoz; and Johnson 

July, 2019 

O tte rb e in  O u tre a c h  

Conference elects diverse delegates; 

OKs centrist resolution 
By John W. Coleman  
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Dodla. 
 
Laity: Judy Ehninger; Krystl Johnson; Ann Jacob; and Lenora Thompson 
 
Taylor-Storm and Ehninger were each elected first. They were also elected first to the 2016 General Confer-
ence and co-led that delegation in 2016 and 2019. 
 
Six more Eastern PA Conference members were elected as alternates for 2020. (See full list below.) The full 
delegation is half-clergy and half-laity, as required. Four of the eight GC2020 delegates also represented the 
conference at General Conferences in 2016 and 2019. 
 
While only one of the eight primary General Conference delegates is male, the entire delegation is diverse in 
gender, generation—five are under 40—and race and ethnicity—including Caucasian, African American, La-
tino and Indian-American members. 
 
The elections took all three days and many ballots to complete, as nominees attracting fewer votes began with-
drawing from the balloting to facilitate completion. Five of the 22 delegates were nominated on the floor of 
the conference or as write-in candidates. 
 
Other resolutions that passed included: 

New temporary rules allowing churches that wish to disaffiliate from the conference and denomination by 
December 31, 2023, to retain their properties under certain conditions and in compliance with annual 
conference policies and protocols. Those protocols include paying all apportioned obligations and remit-
tances due, and satisfying prescribed clergy pension obligations. Resolution 2019–19L temporarily su-
persedes rules adopted by the 2015 Annual Conference when Wesley UMC Quarryville left the denomi-
nation and was able to take its heavily mortgaged church building at a cost. 

Resolution #2019-18L, also requires compliance with the Book of Discipline’s new ¶2553 mandate that al-
lows a church to disaffiliate from the UMC after paying its “withdrawal liability in an amount equal to 
its pro rata share of any aggregate unfunded pension obligations to the annual conference.” 

 
The recently reconstituted Healing the Wounds of Racism (HWR) Core Accountability Team will again 

supervise all required mandated training to help clergy, lay ministers and conference staff understand 
and help to dismantle racism through their ministries. That training will now include basic and advanced 
courses, still provided by the current training firm Visions, Inc. (Resolutions #2019-9, #2019-11 and 
#2019-15.) 

 
Approving Resolution #2019-14, the conference agreed to advocate for protection of and respect for Native 

American land rights based on treaties between Native tribes and the U.S. government. 
 
Other approved resolutions addressed economic, pension and health care concerns of clergy retirees, plus up-
dated housing allowance and equitable compensation amounts for active pastors. 
 
Two recently closed churches (Diamond UMC in Hazleton and CC Hancock UMC in Springfield, Pa.) were 
discontinued. And 10 Advance Special mission projects were approved for local church funding. 
 
Thanks to passage of Resolution 2019-02, organized clusters of neighboring churches working together in 
mission, known as “Mission ConneXions” since 2013, are now “EPA Mission Links.” The name change is in 
response to a copyright challenge by a national mission training and support agency based in Oregon. 
 
The final vote taken, on Resolution #2019-17, came quickly, with limited debate, in the waning moments be-
fore a time-mandated adjournment at 5 PM on Saturday. Members affirmed asking the denomination to allow 
all local pastors and provisional clergy—including those who have not completed seminary or the course of 
study—as well as student pastors to be eligible for election as delegates to General and Jurisdictional confer-
ences and allowed to vote on constitutional amendments. 

JULY 
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JULY 

The changes would be made to the UM Constitution and Discipline if first approved by the 2020 General 
Conference and then by an aggregate of two-thirds of annual conferences. 
 
Delegates elected to GC2020 and the NE Jurisdictional Conference 2020: 
Clergy: The Revs. Dawn Taylor-Storm; Andrea Brown; Lydia Muñoz; and Johnson Dodla. 
Laity: Judy Ehninger; Krystl Johnson; Ann Jacob; and Lenora Thompson 
  
Additional delegates elected to the NE Jurisdictional Conference 2020: 
Clergy: The Revs. Robin Hynicka; Daniel Lebo; Edward Locke Cameron; Hanna Bonner 
Laity: David Koch; Samuel Longmire; Clarita Anderman Krall; Elizabeth Fisher 
 
Alternate delegates elected: 
Clergy:  The Revs. Christopher J. Kurien; Mandy Miller; Monica Guepet 
Laity:  Matthew Calderone; Kristine Adams; Susan Grimm Maddox 
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If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 

 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231      Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371 (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net  Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Special dates 

 U.S. Independence Day, July 4  

Mission Closet Yard Sale 

July 20th  from 8:00am to 3:00pm 

Rain or Shine 

We are more like a Thrift Shop then a yard sale.  You 
can say we are a Thrift shop with yard sale prices. 
Everything is priced to sell.  

There are new items at every sale.  There are items 
for women, men and children.  We have clothes for 
all and in every size, shoes, purses, kitchen items, 
camping items, tools, books, crafts, and a lot more.  

We had an amazing turn out with a line of people at 
the door at 8:00am.  We are looking forward to our 
next sale.  We are always taking donations. You may 
call the church office and leave a message or call 
Stephanie at 484-880-7267. 

We will be having a yard sale each month to raise 
money for our mission of the month and our church.  

Future Yard Sale Dates: 

August 24th 

September 28th 

October 26th 

November 23rd 

December 21st 

There is an Ad Council Meeting on Thursday, 

July 11th at 7:00pm. 

All are welcome to attend. 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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A prayer for the Fourth  

Bowing to authority  

A guide for giving  

Almost 250 years after the Revo-
lution, independence is still im-
portant to Americans. Just as col-
onists objected to high taxes from 
the English crown, we object 
when others saddle us with over-
bearing burdens or demands.  
 
As God’s child, however, I recog-
nize the importance of his author-
ity and oversight. God works in 
me to make me more like him, 

and he works through me to do 
his bidding. The Holy Spirit inter-
twines with my thoughts and ac-
tions to bring about God’s good 
will. Even when I’m selfish or 
don’t want to conform, God’s 
presence becomes part of my dai-
ly activities. “For it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure” 
(Philippians 2:13, ESV).  
 

Loving God, we 
thank you — the 
true Father of 
our country — 
for the blessings 
of this land and 
the gifts of cul-
tures around the 
world. Prompt 

us to strive for justice for all, at home 

and abroad. Remind us, in 
the words of the hymn, that 
“this is our Father's world” 
and that your goodness pre-
vails. Amid tragedies and 
conflicts, guard us against 
despair. Help us focus on the 
kindness evident daily: from 
generous neighbors to con-
scientious public servants 

Because God knows what’s 
good and right for me, I’ll de-
pend and lean on him, even 
when doubts arise. As I grow 
older, I see more clearly that 
hope and satisfaction result 
when I follow God’s direc-
tion.  
 
—MaryAnn Sundby  

(because most are). On Independ-
ence Day and every day, “O let 
[us] ne’er forget that though the 
wrong seems oft so strong, God is 
the Ruler yet.” Amen.  
 
—Sandy Hyland   

I do not believe one can settle 
how much we ought to give. I 
am afraid the only safe rule is to 
give more than we can spare. In 
other words, if our expenditure 
on comforts, luxuries, amuse-
ments, etc. is up to the standard 
common among those with the 
same income as our own, we are 
probably giving away too little. 
If our charities do not at all 
pinch or hamper us, I should say 

they are too small. There ought 
to be things we should like to do 
and cannot do because our chari-
table expenditures exclude 
them.  
 
—C.S. Lewis  



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

7th - Mona Knauer and Dianne Maylen 

14th - Nancy Kukucka and Mel Hoffman 

21st - Nancy Kukucka and Mel Hoffman 

28th - Dianne Fisher and Allison Mendelsohn 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

7th - OPEN 

14th - No Flowers with week from Beth Ann’s (on vacation) 

21st - OPEN Beth Ann’s on vacation 

28th - Mr. Clarence Smith, by Bill Epprecht 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like 
to put in altar flowers in memory or 
honor of someone. 

7/7/2019 

7/21/2019 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

9/22/2019 

10/27/201
9 

11/3/2019 

Greeters 

7th - Ken Schum 

14th - Kay Kunsch 

21st - Dianne and Paul Fisher 

28th - Ochie Spruell 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  
 

 7th - Lloyd Knauer 

14th - Mila Lambert 

21st - Bill Epprecht 

28th - Betsy Ettinger 

11/10/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 
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things and in nature and in 
events. It becomes very obvi-
ous that God is everywhere and 
in everything and we cannot be 
without him. It’s impossible. 
The only thing is that we don’t 
see it.  
 
—Thomas Merton   

God is everywhere  

Self-fulfilling prophecies  

We are living in a world that is 
absolutely transparent, and God 
is shining through it all the time. 
This is not just a fable or a nice 
story. It is true. If we abandon 
ourselves to God and forget our-
selves, we see it sometimes, and 
we see it maybe frequently. God 
shows himself everywhere, in 
everything — in people and in 

“Children have this amazing 
way of becoming exactly who 
we tell them they are,” writes 
Amy Weatherly. “If we tell them 
they are strong, they become 
strong. If we tell them they are 
kind, they become kind.”  
 
Perhaps Jesus knows this when 
he tells his disciples, “You are 
the salt of the earth [and] the 
light of the world” (Matthew 

5:13-14). Clearly they haven’t 
already mastered sharing Je-
sus’ goodness with everyone! 
They are works in progress, as 
are we. But Jesus, teacher that 
he is, seems to set the bar high 
so his followers will strive to 
meet his expectations.  
 
“You are Peter,” Jesus tells 
Simon, “and on this rock I will 
build my church” (Matthew 

16:18). We can hear Weatherly: 
“If we tell them they’re faithful, 
they become faithful.” And when 
Jesus declares, “You are of more 
value than many sparrows” 
(Matthew 10:31), we believe in 
our worth and live it out. We be-
come what Jesus tells us we are.  
 
—Heidi Mann  

“Summer Rain”  
Oh, what is so pure as the glad summer rain,  
That falls on the grass where the sunlight has lain?  
And what is so fair as the flowers that lie  
All bathed in the tears of the soft summer sky?  
 
The blue of the heavens is dimmed by the rain  
That wears away sorrow and washes out pain;  
But we know that the flowers we cherish would die  
Were it not for the tears of the cloud-laden sky.  
 
The rose is the sweeter when kissed by the rain,  
And hearts are the dearer where sorrow has lain;  
The sky is the fairer that rain-clouds have swept,  
And no eyes are so bright as the eyes that have wept.  

 

—Fannie Sherrick  
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Frank Cook 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Earl Gable 
Ida Guldin 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Joe Kukucka 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Drew Patzuk 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Norm Venezia 
Joe Venezia 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 
 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and family 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

2 Michael Mansur 

 Neil Mansur 

3 Kathleen Byrne 

4 Gloria Murray 

 Kathy Wadsworth 

7 Margaret McDermott 

 Todd Van Horn 

10 Jake Zanar 

13 Max Biagini 

15 Stephanie Knauer    

21 Kelly Knier 

 Doris Morrow 

23 Kevin McCorkle 

24 JoAnn Holley 

 Marissa Hoffman 

30 Charlene Rapp 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
 

July 19-20: “Mission u” at The Inn at Reading 

July 27: Healthy Transitions for Clergy Spouses 

August 2-4: 2019 Laity Academy 

August 20: Basic and Advanced Sexual Ethics Workshop (Women only) 

September 14: Impact of Racism on People of Color workshop 

September 21: Hopewell UMC’s Planting Seeds for Ministry Growth 

September 21: Claiming Sabbath for Clergy Spouses 

September 28: Domestic Violence–The Church Responds 

October 19: UMW’s 46th Annual Celebration 

July 19-20: UMW’s 2019 Annual Mission u 

Celebrating 150 Years in Mission 

The Inn at Reading 

1040 North Park Road Wyomissing, PA 19610    Phone; 610-372-7811 
The purpose of Mission u is to help church members (lay and clergy, men, women and 
youth) understand and interpret the global mission of the church and the responsibility 
of Christians within that mission; to provide information about the work of United 
Methodist Women; and to offer an integrated program of Mission Education, Christian Social Action, and 
Program Planning. For more information, contact the Dean of the school:Jean Twardzik, 570-345-
5061, jt214@comcast.net 

Methodist Night with the Phillies July 27 

Join fellow United Methodists and their guests for our annual United Methodist Night 
with the Philadelphia Phillies on Saturday, July 27, at 7:05 PM , at Citizens Bank Park. 
The Phillies will host the Atlanta Braves that night and celebrate their fans, including the 
many who will attend from United Methodist churches. This annual event is sponsored 
by, and benefits the ministries of, Eastern PA Conference UM Men. Learn more and get 

discounted tickets before they run out! (https://www.mlb.com/phillies/tickets/specials/methodist )  

2019 EPA Conference Laity Academy 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 
catch….“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” –Luke 5:4,10b 
Are you prepared to navigate the deep waters? Our lives and ministries are constantly bombarded by the 
waves that distract us from our commitment to Christ. When you are asked to cast your net and fish for disci-
ples, do you know where to start? Do you know what to say? 
Come join us at the 2019 EPA Conference Laity Academy, August 2-4 , on the scenic campus of Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pa., for an exciting weekend of classes, fellowship, worship, entertainment, food and 
service. Learn how you can Gather Disciples and Grow your Ministries. There are many more new classes this 
year including topics in Ministering to an Aging Congregation, Working With Conflict: Making the Most of 
Diversity, and more to be announced.    List will be on the back table. 

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/mission-u-2019/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/healthy-transitions-for-clergy-spouses-3/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/2019-epa-laity-academy/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/basic-and-advanced-sexual-ethics-for-women-only/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/impact-of-racism-on-people-of-color-workshop-location-tbd/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hopewell-umcs-planting-seeds-for-ministry-growth/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/claiming-sabbath-for-clergy-spouses/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/domestic-violence-the-church-responds/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/umws-46th-annual-celebration/
mailto:jt214@comcast.net
https://www.mlb.com/phillies/tickets/specials/methodist
https://www.mlb.com/phillies/tickets/specials/methodist
https://www.mlb.com/phillies/tickets/specials/methodist
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At the burning bush, Moses 
asks God’s name. What is 
God’s answer?  
 
A. The Lord  
B. I AM  
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob  
D. All of the above   

Answer on page 10 

Wheat  

 

Many of Jesus’ parables liken the king-
dom of heaven to wheat growing abun-
dantly in a field, as opposed to weeds 
planted by the evil one. When God 
“sows” the gospel broadly, some soil 
produces great crops of wheat 
(believers, people who become part of God’s family); 
elsewhere, wheat (belief) flourishes briefly or not at 
all. Wheat also symbolizes the bread of Holy Com-
munion and Christ, the bread of life.   
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PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

3rd Sunday UMW at 11:15am 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

