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   Can you believe it’s 
already July? Summer 
is here! Schools have 
ended, and vacations 
are in full  

   swing.  Summer is definitely a 
time of many changes.  

 

  Summer is also a transition time 
for Methodist congregations and 
pastors as appointment changes 

  are made and pastors move to 
their new locations.  

 

Our congregation will take part in 
this transition time as a new pas-
tor is appointed to Otterbein and 
Pastor John will move to a new 
church in September.  

 

At the same time in September, 
we will again change our pastoral 
leadership to part time. A realistic 
look at our budget has led the Ad-
ministrative Council to target our 
finances toward ministry, mis-
sion, outreach and congregational 
care. Without the strain of full 
time salaries, healthcare, retire-
ment and parsonage costs, we can 
assure our continued ministry as a 
church family.  

So, this transition is as much our deci-
sion as it is God’s call for Pastor John 
to become Senior Pastor of a larger 
church. We are grateful to still have 
several months to complete current 
projects and to begin planning toward 
future goals before we must say good-
bye. Pastor John will be appointed to 
St. Matthews United Methodist. The 
family will be moving the end of Au-
gust to give the boys a chance to accli-
mate to their new schools and neigh-
borhood. 

 

The most noticeable difference during 
this transition will be in the pulpit dur-
ing Sunday Morning worship. Otter-
bein has strong leadership in its con-
gregation. The capable leadership of 
the current staff, the lay leaders, and 
the lay members will continue during 
the transition. 

 

The AD Council will continue under 
the same leadership that has been elect-
ed to guide the business of the church 
and the worship committee will contin-
ue to develop meaningful worship 
events. Likewise, church finances will 
continue to be budgeted and supervised 
by the finance committee. The new 
pastor will become acquainted with the 
ministries and outreach efforts of the 
church and her experience and guid-
ance will only add to the success of 

July, 2016                                                 Otterbein  Outreach  



PAGE 2 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  JULY 

these endeavors. 

 

Like a jigsaw puzzle, each 
new pastor in our past has 
positioned a new piece to-
ward our completeness. Pas-
tor Fred taught us to step out 
of our comfort zone and par-
ticipate; Aubrey Bates came 
to us after Fred’s sudden 
death, and taught us that 
God presents sturdy bridges 
whenever we need them; 
Pastor Scott taught us to 
once again have fun and 
make a joyful noise; Pastor 
John has brought us a re-
newed hope, a community 
outreach direction, strategic 
planning goals, updated 
technology and countless 
gems of wisdom through 
bible study and Sunday 
messages.  

 

On September 4th, we will 
join in worship with Pastor 
Deborah Gildart-Hanks.  
She is currently the Pastor 
of Community Connections 
at Elam United Methodist, 
and has also served on the 
conference level. Pastor 
Deborah will begin meeting 

with SPRC 
members dur-
ing the sum-
mer so she can 
hit the ground 
running in 

September. Watch for addi-
tional information in our 
August newsletter. 

 

Some of you have been 
through recent transitions, 
and some have experienced 
a church closure. So this 

transition announcement may 
be unsettling. Don’t worry! 
We are striving to make the 
change as seamless as possi-
ble so the newest piece of our 
jigsaw puzzle fits perfectly.  

 

Our church family, although 
small, has a proud heritage of 
providing a caring, nurturing 
and respectful atmosphere for 
individual faith journeys. Af-
ter many hours of prayerful 
conversation at Administra-
tive Council and SPRC meet-
ings, we believe the changes 
we are making will allow our 
ministry to continue for 
many years and enable a 
more stable pastoral appoint-
ment.   

 

Most importantly, hold this 
transition process in prayer. 
We are a church family, 
growing and journeying to-
gether. Re-affirm to yourself 
and others that this is God's 
church, under the care and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

 

If you have questions about 
the transition experience in 
the United Methodist 
Church, give me a call, or 
drop an email to 
eae111@comcast.net / Betsy 
Ettinger, SPRC Chairman / 
Home 610-933-6371 – Cell 
484-802-0843 – Office 800-
437-0911 

mailto:eae111@comcast.net
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These thank you notes are from Local Community Services our Mission Dollars helped. 
 
                                              
The Clinic 
     On behalf of the Board, the staff members and the patients we serve thank you for your 
continued support and most recent gift. 
     One example is the story of Mr. D, who lost his job and medical insurance. He woke up 
one day with shortness of breath which, at first he shrugged off. When it persisted, he knew something was 
wrong but did not know where to go for help. Both the ER and Walk in clinic 
require payment or insurance, which he didn't have. Mr. D came to the Clinic for care, where 
he saw both a primary care physician and a cardiologist. He says, "They diagnosed my heart attack, and they 
literally saved my life. 
                                                      Sincerely, 
                                                    Thomas Bird 
 
 
Mary's Shelter 
    We are so grateful for your loving support and commitment to those who are most in need of our love and 
care. Your donation will allow us to continue our services to the homeless families who are with us. With 
great thanks to you for joining us to care for the homeless families. God Bless You. 
                                                Sister Bernadette 
 
Mom's House 
Thank you so much for your generous donation. This contribution makes it possible for us to continue to pro-
vide free daycare and support so that our young mothers can achieve their educational goals and make a better 
life for their family. 
                             We appreciate your support says 
                                    Wendy J. McKeon 
                                               
  
 PACS 
 On behalf of the staff, board, and volunteers of Phoenixville Area Community Services 
thank you for your generous contribution of food and paper goods throughout the past year. We are dedicated 
to making sure essential needs are met and helping people improve their circumstances by providing infor-
mation and connections to services, resources, and education                                           
                                                 Thank You Again   
                                                  Carol A. Berger 
 
 
Red Bird Mission 
Thank you for your recent support of Red Bird Mission. Your contribution of clothing is making a difference 
in the lives of thousands in the Red Bird River Valley. Also your yearly contribution of 
$100. Thank you for all the material gifts and prayers that you send our way to sustain our ministry in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
                                            Grace and Peace, 
                                                    Kari Collins 
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First Sunday of each month Communion. 

Family Movie Night each Wednesday 
night at 6:00pm 
 
 July 6 - Toy Story 3 
 July 13 - Wall-E 
 July 20 - TBD 
 July 27 - TBD 
 
July 1 We will be at First Friday in Phoe-
nixville.  Come out and see us. 
July 14 Ad Council Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Destination devotions  

Don’t forget about our Little Free Library this summer.  There are book for all ages.   

Take one, Bring One, Keep one.  

Planning a summer trip? Take along a Scripture passage befitting your vacation to use for devotions and 
prayer time (all NIV below):  
 
• In the mountains: “The mountains and hills will burst into song before you” (Isaiah 55:12).  
 
• At a lake, perhaps on a fishing trip: “They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people’” (Matthew 4:18-19).  
 
• Near an ocean or river: “Let the sea resound … let the rivers clap their hands” (Psalm 98:7-8).  
 
• In the desert: “They looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the 
cloud” (Exodus 16:10).  
 
• In the woods: “Blessed is the one … whose delight is in the law of the LORD …. That person is like a tree 
planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season” (Psalm 1:1-3).  
 
• In the flatlands: “‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me …. I tell you, open your 
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest’” (John 4:34-35).  
 
• On a “staycation” close to home: “Love the LORD your God …. These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. … Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road 
…. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:5-9).  

Coagulations to Allison 
on her wedding, July 30. 

"May the One who 
brought you together bless 
your marriage, enrich 
your lives and deepen 
your love throughout the 
years." 



On a computer screen, images 

can be magnified to show tiny 

details and make text easier to 

read. In the process, however, 

the “big picture” is lost. After 

checking various aspects of a 

project closely, it’s a good idea 

to “zoom out” again to be sure 

everything still looks as it 

should.  

 

Likewise, it’s easy to fixate on 

the tiny details of our lives 
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Zoom out  

Earthy prayers  

In English translation, the Psalms 
often sound smooth and polished, 
sonorous with Elizabethan rhythms 
and diction. As literature, they are 
beyond compare. But as prayer, as 
the utterances of men and women 
passionate for God in moments of 
anger and praise and lament, these 
translations miss something. … As 
prayers they are not quite right.  
 
The Psalms in Hebrew are earthy and 
rough. They are not genteel. They are 

not the prayers of nice people, 
couched in cultured language. … 
Only as we develop raw honesty 
and detailed thoroughness in our 
praying do we become whole, 
truly human in Jesus Christ, who 
also prayed the Psalms.  
 
—Eugene H. Peterson’s intro-
duction to Psalms, in The Mes-
sage  

(especially flaws in ourselves and 

others). We tend to enlarge our 

problems far beyond their actual 

size and totally miss problems tak-

ing a toll elsewhere. We may also 

forget the beautiful “big picture” of 

God’s care encompassing us. After 

tending to life’s details, it’s im-

portant to take a broader view to 

see whether our up-close percep-

tions hold true when we gaze on 

the work as a whole.  

 

“Help us ‘zoom out,’ oh 

God,” prays Joshua DuBois 

in The President’s Devotion-

al (HarperOne). “Widen our 

perspective and extend our 

horizon, so that we can more 

fully know your purpose this 

day, and every day.”  



Worship Helpers 
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Greeters 

3rd - Ken and Mary Jane Schum 

10th -  

17th –Bill and Joey Epprecht 

24th - Betsy and Fred Ettinger 

31st - Marilyn Patzuk and Sara May 
Dieter 

Counters 

3rd - Bill Epprecht, Carol Butterfield and  
        Joey Epprecht 
 
10th - Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

17th - Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

24th - Ochie Spruell and Dianne Maylen 

31st - Ochie Spruell and Dianne Maylen 

Children’s Message 

 3rd - Jeannie Readman 

10th - Timi Cory 

17th - Cathleen McCreary 

24th - Mel Hoffman 

31st - Pastor John or  
          Dianne Maylen 

 Readers 

3rd - Bill Epprecht 

10th - Betsy Ettinger 

17th - Ochie Spruell 

24th - Dianne Maylen 

31st - Dianne Fisher 

Altar Flowers 
 3rd - Ivan and Ione Kinsey and Ruth and Wes, by Janice Wood 

10th - Our nephew, Cody Mohrey, by Lloyd and Mona 

17th - Mr. Clarence Smith, by Adult Sunday School Class 

24th - Our Daughter, Kristine (Van Horn) Wickward,  
               by Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Van Horn 
31st - OPEN 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $25.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of someone. 

November 13 

December 14 

December 11 

December 18 

December 25 

July 31 

August 14 

September 25 

October 16 

October 30 

November 6 



Tim and Julie Anderman 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia 
Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt Cory 
Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Tony DiNardo 
Lee Fisher 
Teresa Fisher 
Robbie Harper 
Lloyd Knauer 
Jim Maylen 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne O’Neal 
Reggie Ryberg 
Larry Trisch 
Matt Weikel 
Elyce Wescott 
Bob Wilt 
Dawn Wilt 
  
Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
CPT Christopher Rossi 
SSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
   51AMXS/36 AMU 
   PSC3 BOX 2092 
   APO AP 96266 
Mark Rumler 
   Djibouti, Africa 
  
In Our Neighborhood 
President Barack Obama 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor John and his family 
For those in storms and floods 

Edna Cook 
   2081 Young Road 
   Pottstown, PA 19465 
 
Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 
  

Fran Erskine 
  3112 Napier Drive A231 
  Modesto, CA 95350 
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2 Michael Mansur 

 Neil Mansur 

3 Kathleen Byrne 

4 Gloria Murray 

 Kathy Wadsworth 

7 Margaret McDermott 

 Todd Van Horn 

10 Jake Zanar 

12 Mark Garrett, Jr 

13 Max Biagini 

15 Stephanie Knauer    

21 Kelly Knier 

 Doris Morrow 

 John Green, Jr 

23 Kevin McCorkle 

24 JoAnn Holley 

 Marissa Hoffman 

30 Charlene Rapp 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the 
church members listed below.  Be assured that your church family will 
support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor John Bletsch: 610-533-9367  Email:  
     johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister : Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRChairman: Betsy Ettinger home: 610-933-6371 ( c) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net
mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net


Running the race  
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good. On the contrary, it is 
a proof that God is both 
loving and omnipotent. On-
ly absolute love could grant 
unhindered freedom, and 
only omnipotence can en-
dure the operation of that 
freedom.  
 
—D.R. Davies  

 

Love is the power to grant 
freedom without desiring to 
limit or inhibit its exer-
cise. It is the power to 
give freedom without 
any will to take it back. 
And it is only Omnipo-
tence that can refrain 
absolutely from tres-
passing upon freedom. 
Only God can give and not 
take back ... [God] suffers 

Christ,” Kemper said. 
“That’s who I’ll always be, 
and therefore I can never be 
let down. You can never be 
let down if your faith is in 
the Lord.”  
 
Kemper, now 40, said, 
“Trust in the Lord, and 
he’ll give you the strength 

to be on top. And if 
you don’t end up 
on top, that’s okay 
too. Ultimately for 
me, I want to run 
my race … and 
give [God] credit, 
whether in victory 
or defeat.”  

During three Olympic 
Games, American triathlete 
Hunter Kemper never 
placed higher than seventh. 
But his athletic perfor-
mance never defined him. 
“Whether I win a gold 
medal or not, I get my char-
acter as a person from my 
Lord and Savior Jesus 

Love's freedom 

within himself the entire 
consequence of allowing 

man absolute free-
dom. That is his 
love ....  
 
Thus, the existence 
of evil and suffering 
in the world is a 
proof, not that God 

is either good but power-
less, or all powerful but not 

The gift of grace 

Grace is something you can 
never get but only be given. 
The grace of God means 
something like: Here is 
your life. You might never 
have been, but you are be-
cause the party wouldn’t 
have been complete with-
out you. Here is the world. 
Beautiful and terrible 
things will happen. Don’t 

be afraid. I am with you. 
Nothing can ever separate 
us. It’s for you I created the 
universe. I love you.  
 
There’s only one catch. 
Like any other gift, the gift 
of grace can be yours only 
if you reach out and take it. 
Maybe being able to reach 
and take it is a gift too.  

—Frederick Buecner,  
Wishful Thinking  



Central District Connection  
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July 22-23: UMW's Mission U at the Inn at Reading 

2016 ACADEMY FOR LAITY 

The Inn at Reading, August 13 – August 14 

The 2016 weekend Academy for Laity, which is open to all who wish to serve Christ in ministry, will 
gather Aug. 13-14, at The Inn at Reading (1040 North Park Toad, Wyomissing, PA). The theme is “Follow 
that Star: Make It Happen.” Courses, including some back by popular demand, are: 

 Basic Course: “Preparing Local Church Servants” 

 “Making Every Prayer Count:  Moving between ME and WE” 

 “Emotional Intelligence: A Blueprint for Your Spiritual Path” 

 “Walking in Love: The Act of Repentance and Healing Relationships with Native American and In-
digenous Persons” 

 Two preaching courses: “Preaching to be Heard” and “Preaching by Number” 

 “What To Say To People Who Are Hurting” 

 “Theology and Doctrine” and 

 “Building a ‘First Aid Kit’ for Church Health.” 
 
Basic registration costs $90 and will go online after Annual Conference, with a July 22 deadline. The dis-
counted hotel rate is $99 a night. The academy-lasting only two days this year-begins Saturday at 7 AM for 
breakfast and ends Sunday at 12:30 PM with Communion. Credit will be awarded to persons in the Christ 
Servant Ministry program. 

Evansburg UMC is presenting a series of Christian-produced movies on Tues-
day evenings in July. Admission and popcorn is free and the movies will 
be shown in Fellowship Hall with a projector & screen (NOT a TV.) Doors 
open at 6:45 for previews and popcorn; showtime is 7:00pm. Come and join us 
for a relaxing night of excellent, uplifting and sometimes thought-provoking 
entertainment with your friends and neighbors  

LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS 

Don’t forget to bring Jesus on your summer vacation  

http://www.innatreading.com/


Bible Quiz  Christian Symbol  

PAGE 10 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  JULY 

Who said to the prophet Nathan, “I 
have sinned against the LORD”?  
 
A. Reuben, for selling Joseph into 
slavery  
B. Jacob, for deceiving Isaac and 
stealing his brother’s birthright  
C. Rahab, a prostitute  
D. David, considered Israel’s greatest king  
 
Answer on page 11 

Eagle  
Eagles came to symbolize 
the Resurrection thanks to 
ancient legends that they 
renewed their youth, plum-
age or eyesight by flying 
near the sun, then diving into water. The eagle's 
upward movement made it a symbol of Jesus' 
ascension. John the Evangelist is represented 
by an eagle, for his "soaring" description of 
Christ's divinity. God's care is likened to an ea-
gle in Bible verses such as Exodus 19:4: "I bore 
you on eagles' wings and brought you myself" 
(ESV).   

"Prayer at Sunrise"  

O greater Maker of this thy great sun,  
Give me the strength this one day’s race to run,  
Fill me with light, fill me with sun-like strength,  

Fill me with joy to rob the day its length.  
Light from within, light that will outward shine,  

Strength to make strong some weaker heart than mine,  
Joy to make glad each soul that feels its touch;  

Great Father of the sun, I ask this much.  
 

—James Weldon Johnson   

Psalm 118:8, the verse that 
falls in the middle of the 
Protestant Bible, reads, “It 
is better to take refuge in 
the LORD than to trust in 
humans” (NIV).  

The center of God’s Word 
reminds us to make God 
the center of our lives! No 
other person or possession 
can fulfill or save us. Only 
God is a safe, certain ref-

uge, and we grow closer 
to him by grounding our-
selves in his Word and his 
will.   

At the center of it all 



Answer: D (See 2 Samuel 12:13.)   
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Puzzle Page 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Pastor John Bletsch 

Cell: 610-533-9367 

E-mail: johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Come and Worship With Us 

9:00am Sunday School for all ages              

10:00am Worship  

  First Sunday of the month Communion 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

