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Inside this issue: 

The Judicial Council, at its April 2019 meeting, reviewed actions taken by the special 
General Conference in February. The council serves as The United Methodist 
Church’s supreme court. General Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking 
body, passed the Traditional Plan, which enhances current policies about homosexuali-
ty and strengthens enforcement, and approved procedures for local churches to disaffil-
iate from the denomination and retain local church property. 

General Conference delegates then asked the Judicial Council to rule on “the constitu-
tionality, meaning, application and effect” of the Traditional Plan. In addition, the 
Council of Bishops requested a declaratory decision on the constitutionality of the dis-
affiliation plan. 
 
The Traditional Plan: Decision 1378 
The court considered whether to rule on the Traditional Plan as a whole, but deter-
mined instead to rule separately on the constitutionality of each of the petitions making 
up the plan. 
 
Decision 1378 reaffirmed the court’s previous ruling that seven petitions in the Tradi-
tional Plan are unconstitutional and therefore null and void. The remaining provisions 
(excluding one sentence) are constitutional.  
The constitutional provisions include: 
 

 Petition 90032 — expands the definition of "self-avowed practicing homosexual" 
to include those “living in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership or civil un-
ion, or is a person who publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.” 

 Petition 90036 — prohibits bishops from consecrating, commissioning or ordain-
ing self-avowed homosexuals. (The text does not include the word “practicing.”) 

 Petition 90042 — mandates penalties for clergy convicted of performing same-sex 
wedding ceremonies. Those penalties are a one-year suspension without pay for 
the first offense and termination of conference membership and church credentials 
for a second offense. 

 Petition 90043 — prohibits conference boards of ordained ministry from approv-
ing candidates not meeting ordination standards regarding sexuality. 

 Petition 90044 — allows complaint dismissal only if it has no basis in law or fact 
and mandates information shared with the complainant during the complaint pro-
cess. 

June, 2019 

O tte rb e in  O u tre a c h  

Ask The UMC: What did the Judicial Council 

decide about the Traditional Plan? 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/judicial-council-to-review-gc2019-actions
http://www.umc.org/decisions/79922
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-to-gc2019-legislation-needs-more-work
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 Petition 90045 (excluding the second sentence) — expands just resolution requirements to include a state-
ment of harms involved and how the resolution addresses them.Note: A sentence mandating that each just 
resolution include a commitment by the respondent not to repeat the violation was ruled unconstitutional 
and is therefore null and void. 

 Petition 90046 — requires the complainant to be a party in the just resolution process. 

 Petition 90047 — allows the church to appeal errors of law from trial court findings to the Judicial Coun-
cil. 

These changes take effect in the U.S. Jan. 1, 2020. In Africa, Europe and the Philippines, the legislation will 
take effect in May 2021, 12 months after the next General Conference in May 2020.  

 

Disaffiliation: Decision 1379 
The Judicial Council also reviewed the amended legislation allowing a “gracious exit” for churches to leave 
the denomination. Petition 90066 was previously ruled unconstitutional; however, delegates amended it. The 
amended version creates a new paragraph dealing specifically with the “limited right” to disaffiliate for rea-
sons related to church law on homosexuality. 

Requests from churches that want to leave the denomination must meet three minimum requirements: 

 The disaffiliation resolution must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of the 
local church present and voting at the church conference. 

 The conference board of trustees establishes the terms and conditions, including the effective date, of the 
agreement between the annual conference and the exiting local church in accordance with applicable 
church law and civil laws. 

 The disaffiliation agreement must be ratified by a simple majority of the members of the annual confer-
ence present and voting. 

 
The court ruled the new paragraph satisfies the first two required conditions for disaffiliation, while a provi-
sion elsewhere in The Discipline, requiring annual conference action, fulfills the third minimum requirement. 
 
Decision 1379 said the amended petition, taken together with the consent of the annual conference, "is consti-
tutional and provides a means for the disaffiliation of a local church." 
Requirements for exiting churches include payment of apportionments, fair share of pension liabilities and 
other obligations. This legislation requires the process for exiting the denomination to be completed by the end 
of 2023, at which time the provisions of the new paragraph expire. 
 
This legislation goes into effect immediately in the U.S. and on Jan. 1, 2021, outside the U.S. 
 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 

Members of the 2016-2020 Judicial Council. (From left) Front row: Deanell Reece Tacha, N. Oswald Tweh Sr., the Rev. Luan-Vu 
Tran. Back row: Lydia Romão Gulele, Ruben T. Reyes, the Rev. Øyvind Helliesen, the Rev. Dennis Blackwell, and the Rev. J. Kabam-
ba Kiboko. (Not pictured, Beth Capen) Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications.  

http://www.umc.org/decisions/79923
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If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 

 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371 (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net  Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Special dates 

• Pentecost, June 9 
• Flag Day, June 14  
• Trinity Sunday, June 16 
• Father’s Day, June 16 
• First day of summer, June 21 

 

 

 

June 23rd  UMW at 11:15am 

Mission Closet Yard Sale 

June 22 from 8:00am to 3:00pm 

Rain or Shine 

March 16th was the first sale for the Mission 
Closet and raised $550.00.  We had an amazing 
turn out with a line of people at the door at 
8:00am.  We are looking foreword to our next 
sale.  We are always taking donations. You may 
call the church office and leave a message or 
call Stephanie at 484-880-7267. 

We will be having a yard sale each month to 
raise money for our mission of the month and 
our church.  

Future Yard Sale Dates: 

July 20th 

August 24th 

September 28th 

October 19th 

November 23rd 

December 21st 

Sojourner's Pizza Dinner 

Wednesday, June 5th 

If you would like to help make the 
salad please let Lloyd Knauer know.  

Sunday, June 30th is Canal Day 

Not sure if the kitchen will be ready at St. 
Mike’s Field, so not sure what we will be serv-
ing that day.  

But if you would like to help, please see Lloyd 
Knauer.  He will have more information later. 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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Perfect order  

A father’s legacy  

Reasons to rejoice  

For Joseph Dodson, the pressures 
and responsibilities of parenthood 
felt compounded when he and his 
wife adopted a son. Dodson, a 
Bible professor, wonders if Jesus’ 
earthly father also struggled with 
doubts and fears.  
 
Scripture doesn’t say much about 
Joseph, but he clearly left Jesus 
“a significant legacy,” Dodson 
writes in Bible Study Maga-

zine. Joseph obeyed God — de-
spite the risk to his reputation — 
by marrying a pregnant woman. 
Joseph, a son of David, 
raised the Son of David as his 
very own. To protect his family 
he fled to Egypt, foreshadowing 
the “new exodus” of Jesus’ sav-
ing ministry. And Joseph heard 
neighbors mock Jesus as “the car-
penter’s son.”  
 

By the time the summer solstice oc-
curs, it feels as if the season has been 
in full swing for weeks. It’s bittersweet 
that just when summer officially starts, 
the length of daylight begins decreas-
ing. Before we’re ready to let go of the 
season, summer marches toward fall, 
and then winter with the year’s short-
est day.  
 

Yet that is our Creator's plan: 
“You have fixed all the 
boundaries of the earth; you 
have made summer and win-
ter” (Psalm 74:17, ESV). 
God fashioned the world to 
be beautiful, good and per-
fectly symmetrical. With 
concise order, he ordained 
seasons, rhythms, orbits and 

“Joseph taught Jesus much 
more than woodworking,” 
Dodson writes. “He modeled 
for his adopted son how, for 
God’s glory, he must drink the 
Father’s cup no matter the 
cost.” 

  

natural bounda-
ries. As God’s 
beloved chil-
dren, we’re 
blessed to enjoy 
the intricacies 
and patterns of 
this magnificent 
universe.  
 

Proverbs 11:10 (NIV) says, 
“When the righteous prosper, 
the city rejoices.” The Hebrew 
word for righteous, notes Timo-
thy Keller, indicates people 
who, because they believe in 
God, “disadvantage themselves 
to advantage those around 
them.” In other words, people 
living righteously “will be such 
a benefit to the public good of 
the whole city that the entire 

populace will exult.”  
 
Keller then asks: “Are you the 
kind of person, and is your 
church the kind of church, about 
which others in your community 
might say, ‘I don’t share their 
beliefs, but I shudder to think 
about what this city would be 
like without them’?”  



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 2nd - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

 9th - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

16th - Joe Kukucka and Lloyd Knauer 

23rd - Joe Kukucka and Lloyd Knauer 

30th - Dianne Maylen and Mona Knauer 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

2nd - OPEN 

9th - Charlene Mae Wilt and Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Wilt, Jr., by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilt  

16th - Our Loved Ones, by Joseph Wilt and Family 

23rd - OPEN 

30th - OPEN 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like 
to put in altar flowers in memory or 
honor of someone. 

6/2/2019 

6/23/2019 

6/30/2019 

7/7/2019 

7/21/2019 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

9/22/2019 

Greeters 

2nd - Bill Epprecht and Joey Epprecht 

 9th - Mel Hoffman 

16th - Lloyd and Mona Knauer 

23rd - Nancy and Joe Kukucka 

30th - Vernon Readman 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  
 

 2nd - Bill Epprecht (Psalm 97) 

 9th - Betsy Ettinger (Psalm (104:24-34, 35) 

16th - Dianne Maylen (Psalm 8) 

23rd - Dianne Fisher (Psalm 42) 

30th - Mel Hoffman (Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20) 

10/27/2019 

11/3/2019 

11/10/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 
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ter hits, vibrant images appear. 
Rain transforms gray 
pavement into bright 
scenes of fish, whales 
and turtles.  
 
Life’s storms, whether 
literal or figurative, 
can dampen our en-
thusiasm and even challenge 

our faith. Yet adversity often 
reveals God’s true colors — 
and ours. No matter what 
clouds pass overhead, God 
remains perfect, loving and 
steadfast. And by praising 
God “rain or shine,” we, as 
his artwork, reveal that our 
Creator and his every 

brushstroke are trustworthy.   

What rain reveals  

Summertime prayer  

Unless you’re a pluviophile 
(someone who loves rain), a 
stretch of sunshine-free days can 
seem drab and dreary. To make 
South Korea’s long monsoon 
season more colorful, art stu-
dents created murals on some 
Seoul sidewalks with hydro-
chromic paint. It’s invisible on 
dry surfaces, but as soon as wa-

In “The Summer Day,” Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poet Mary Oliver 
(1935-2019) captures the season 
profoundly as a time to pay at-
tention, especially to the won-
ders of Creation; to let oneself 
be idle sometimes; and to let 
one’s time of quiet rest, mean-

dering through meadows and 
gazing at grasshoppers, be 
prayer.  
 
I don’t know exactly what a 
prayer is.  
I do know how to pay atten-
tion, how to fall down  

into the grass, how to kneel 
down in the grass,  
how to be idle and blessed, how 
to stroll through the fields ...  
 
Search online to read the entire 
work. Let it inspire you for a 
walk with God through one of 
these summer days.  

Against the backdrop of people 
who avoid work, cut corners 
and do half-hearted jobs, a dili-

What a wonder!  

gent [person] stands out. Prac-
ticing diligence is an excellent 
way to stand out for Christ at 

home, in the workplace and even 
at church. Today, complete each 
one of your tasks, however big 

“Do” diligence  

It is not the task of Christianity 
to provide easy answers to every 
question but to make us progres-
sively aware of a mystery. God 
is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our 
wonder.  
 
—Kallistos Ware  



PAGE 7 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  JUNE 

If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Frank Cook 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Earl Gable 
Ida Guldin 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Joe Kukucka 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 
 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and family 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

3 Wayne Wadsworth 

4 Don Epprecht 

8 Walt Cory 

 Paul Wood 

9 David Epprecht 

13 Cecilia Frisco 

 Courtnay Frisco 

14 Francis Fletcher, Jr 

15 Melissa Mansur 

18 Harvey Mansur 

22 Samantha McCullough 

28 Rebecca Wilt 

 Emalie Matthews 

30 Pat Butterfield 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
 

June 1: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry Workshop 

June 8: Transitioning Pastors and Relating with Clergy Spouses Workshop 

June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference 

July 19-20: “Mission u” at The Inn at Reading 

July 27: Healthy Transitions for Clergy Spouses 

August 2-4: 2019 Laity Academy 

August 20: Basic and Advanced Sexual Ethics Workshop (Women only) 

September 14: Impact of Racism on People of Color workshop 

September 21: Hopewell UMC’s Planting Seeds for Ministry Growth 

September 21: Claiming Sabbath for Clergy Spouses 

September 28: Domestic Violence–The Church Responds 

October 19: UMW’s 46th Annual Celebration 

June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, PA.  
 

“Tell to the Coming Generation,” from Psalm 78:4, is the theme Bishop Peggy Johnson has chosen for the 
2019 Annual Conference, which returns to the Expo Center in Oaks, Pa, June 13-15. Learn more about the 
speakers and programming in our article “2019 Conference to explore ministry of generations.” 

On our Annual Conference information page you will find our video livestream of Annual Conference ses-
sions as they occur in real time, beginning June 13 at the opening session. Be sure to also keep up with the 
hashtag #EPAUMC19 across all social media platforms to read and respond to key actions, special moments 
and important comments.  

June 22: Native American Arts Festival at Grove UMC  

Saturday, June 22, 4:00 – 7:00pm 

Grove UMC, 490 Boot Rd, West Chester, PA 
Native art, crafts, food, face painting, social dancing. 

July 19-20: UMW’s 2019 Annual Mission u 

Celebrating 150 Years in Mission 

The Inn at Reading 

1040 North Park Road Wyomissing, PA 19610    Phone; 610-372-7811 
The purpose of Mission u is to help church members (lay and clergy, men, women and 
youth) understand and interpret the global mission of the church and the responsibility 
of Christians within that mission; to provide information about the work of United 
Methodist Women; and to offer an integrated program of Mission Education, Christian Social Action, and 
Program Planning. For more information, contact the Dean of the school:Jean Twardzik, 570-345-
5061, jt214@comcast.net 

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/crcc-event-w-dr-grace-pak/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/transitioning-pastors-workshop-relating-with-your-clergy-spouse-session/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/eastern-pa-annual-conference/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/mission-u-2019/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/healthy-transitions-for-clergy-spouses-3/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/2019-epa-laity-academy/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/basic-and-advanced-sexual-ethics-for-women-only/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/impact-of-racism-on-people-of-color-workshop-location-tbd/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hopewell-umcs-planting-seeds-for-ministry-growth/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/claiming-sabbath-for-clergy-spouses/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/domestic-violence-the-church-responds/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/umws-46th-annual-celebration/
https://www.epaumc.org/home-page/home-feature/2019/01/2019-conference-to-explore-ministry-of-generations/
https://www.epaumc.org/annual-conference/
mailto:jt214@comcast.net
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Which follower of Jesus 
preached to the crowds 
after receiving the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost?  
 
A. John  
B. Peter  
C. Mary Magdalene  
D. Paul  
 
Answer on page 10 

Triangle & Circle  
 
Dating back to ancient Chris-
tianity, a circle symbolizes 
eternity, and a triangle, with 
its three equal sides and three 
equal angles, symbolizes the 
Holy Trinity. Placed together, 
they represent the eternal 
Three-in-One and One-in-
Three: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Enjoy some summer-themed laughter while you 
lounge!  
 
Seen on a church sign (and appropriate for grilling 
season): “God doesn’t make misteaks.”  
 
Person approaching a shoreline: “Is this river any 
good for fish?”  
Response: “It must be. I can’t get any of them to 
leave it.  
 
Q: Why do people go to church in the summer?  
A: It’s prayer-conditioned!  
 
Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the game?  
A: All the fans left.  
 
Q: While hiking, how can you identify a dogwood 
tree?  
A: By its bark.  
 
Q: What do sheep have on sunny days?  
A: A baa-baa-cue! 

Fun in the sun 
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Answer: B (See Acts 2:14ff.)  

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

3rd Sunday UMW at 11:15am 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

