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At the final worship service of Gen-
eral Conference 2016 Bishop Elaine 
Stanovski, of the Mountain Sky 
Episcopal Area, preached a powerful 
Word.  She said, "Tell the story of 
life that is good and true, where life 
is triumphing over death. We have 
heard so much good news here." 
That would be my overall impression 
of this quadrennial event that was 
held in Portland, Oregon, the "City 
of Roses," May 10-20. Good news! 
The Philadelphia Epis-
copal Area (Eastern 
PA and Peninsula-
Delaware conferences) 
sent 12 primary dele-
gates, six laity and six 
clergy, plus four alter-
nate delegates. A num-
ber of other folks also 
came as staff and sup-
port persons for gen-
eral agencies and com-
missions and as pages, monitors, 
marshals and volunteers. 
I saw much life-giving service and 
hard work not only from our constit-
uencies but from all disciples at this 
global gathering of United Method-
ists. I appreciate so much their min-
istry of service and sacrifice. 
Here is some of the good news that I 
would celebrate: 

 We remain united as a denom-
ination. There was no schism. In-
stead of debating the paragraphs in 
The United Methodist Book of Dis-

cipline around human sexuality, the body 
voted by a narrow margin to allow the 
Council of Bishops to establish a special 
commission to carefully examine this criti-
cal concern from all sides. They will bring 
recommendations to a special session of 
General Conference either in 2018 or 
2019, or during an additional few days just 
prior to the next regularly scheduled Gen-
eral Conference in 2020.  The bishops 
stayed an extra day in Portland to begin 
crafting a plan for that commission. Regu-

lar reports will be is-
sued to the denomina-
tion as the work un-
folds.  We will continue 
to live in our present 
Discipline around para-
graphs that deal with 
sexuality and ministry 
until this work is 
brought to the body for 
a vote. The bishops 
have a deep commit-

ment to the unity of the church and will 
continue to dialog, pray and seek God's 
Spirit for a way forward. 

 We will continue to have nine epis-
copal areas in the Northeastern Juris-
diction for another four years. So we do 
not need to downsize to eight areas by 
September 2016, as we believed was likely 
to happen. We had lost the necessary num-
ber of church members to qualify for nine 
bishops. However, the (U.S.-based) Inter-
Jurisdictional Committee on the Episcopa-
cy supported the NEJ's appeal for an exten-
sion. And General Conference affirmed 
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that nine bishops for the NEJ 
will continue to be funded in 
our denominational budget 
until 2020 (and longer if our 
membership total rises to the 
appropriate level). Our 2016 
Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference in July (in Lancas-
ter, PA) will also need to vote 
to retain nine bishops, and pre-
sumably it will do so. When it 
does, we will elect two new 
bishops, and all episcopal lead-
ers will be assigned throughout 
the jurisdiction on July 15.  No 
decisions have been made 
about who will be the bishop 
of the Philadelphia Area, 
which will continue to com-
prise the Eastern PA and Pen-
insula-Delaware conferences. 

 The structure of the de-
nomination remains the 
same. We will maintain our 
independent general commis-
sions on Religion and Race, 
the Status and Role of Women, 
and Archives and History 
(headed by the Rev. Fred Day 
of the Eastern PA Conference). 
These valuable churchwide 
commissions keep ever before 
us our deep concern for racial 
and cultural inclusivity, gender 
equality and the living legacy 
of our vital heritage.  None of 
the proposals for reconfiguring 
and reducing the denomina-
tional structure passed. 

 We approved a $604 mil-
lion budget that includes an 
additional $5 million to sup-
port global theological educa-
tion. This will greatly benefit 
our growing churches in the 
international countries where 
we need more trained pastors. 
This budget is slightly more 
than the budget of the last 
quadrennium ($603.1 million). 

 We voted to no longer be 
a member of the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice. This was because 
their stance on abortion was 
not in keeping with our de-

nominational Social Principles. 
For many in the Philadelphia 
Area this had long been a cause 
of concern. 

 We commissioned 29 new 
UM Global Ministries mis-
sionaries from 11 countries, 
who will be serving in 16 mis-
sion outposts around the world. 

 We commissioned new 
Deaconesses and Home Mis-
sioners who will be serving in 
peace and justice ministries 
across the United States. 

 We established new provi-
sional annual conferences in 
Southeast Asia and Mongolia. 

 We celebrated the collec-
tion of $68.5 million for the 
"Imagine No Malaria" cam-
paign that has greatly reduced 
the number of deaths in Sub-
Saharan Africa in recent years 
since the campaign started. 

 We voted to create a new 
United Methodist hym-
nal, which will include alterna-
tive digital versions and songs 
of praises and unity for our 
many diverse voices and hands. 

 We voted to recognize the 
ministries of the United 
Church of Sweden and the 
Moravian Church (North and 
South), which is the culmina-
tion of many years of ecumeni-
cal dialogue. 

 We will fund five new 
bishops in Africa beginning in 
2020.  

 The General Conference 
proceedings 
were communicated in 10 spo-
ken languages plus American 
Sign Language. And for the 
first time we had a bishop pre-
side at General Conference who 
spoke in a language other than 
English. All delegates had head-
sets so that all the languages 
could be heard simultaneously, 
a timely blessing as we wel-
comed the season of Pentecost. 
 We celebrated many sig-
nificant anniversaries: 

 the 60th anniversary of the 
1956 General Conference vote to 
fully ordain clergywomen; 
 the 200th anniversary of the 
death of Francis Asbury (our first 
American bishop); 
 the 200th anniversary of the 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church; 
 the 150th anniversary of Unit-
ed Methodist Women; 
 the 40th anniversary of voting 
rights for the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference; 
 the 30th anniversary of Disci-
ple Bible Study; and 
 the 25th anniversary of Africa 
University. 
 The 20th anniversary of the 
Order of Deacons was also men-
tioned. 
 We continued our "Act of 
Repentance" for sins commit-
ted against Native American 
and Indigenous Included was a 
presentation about the 1864 
"Sand Creek Massacre" and the 
unveiling of a newly published 
book. Sports teams that use Na-
tive American mascots were de-
nounced. 

 Our conference leadership 
demonstrated excellence in 
worship arts, music, preaching, 
speaking and presiding. We 
worshiped before each day's ses-
sion began in the morning and 
ended in the evening, and we 
served Holy Communion at mid-
day. 

 We enjoyed gracious local 
hospitality and were immersed 
in constant life-giving, healing 
and soul-lifting prayer. 

 Youth and Young Adults 
were heard! The Young Peoples' 
address was co-led by a daughter 
of the Peninsula-Delaware Con-
ference: Chelsea Spyres, who is 
currently serving as a missionary 
in Detroit. Two young adult 
daughters of the Eastern PA Con-
ference also spoke. Krystl John-
son helped present the Global 
Ministries Legislative Committee 



report (after chairing one of its 
subcommittees). And Ann Ja-
cob presented a compelling 
statement about unity on behalf 
of the Young Adults Convoca-
tion, which met in the Philip-
pines last year, and which she 
helped lead. 

 We will present a new 
Global Book of Discipline and 
Global Social Principles at the 
2020 General Conference. 

 We celebrated a new class 
of retiring bishop, including 
former Philadelphia Area Bish-
op Marcus Matthews of the NE 
Jurisdiction. 

 We memorialized with 
deep gratitude those bishops 
and faithful servants of the 
church who have entered the 
church triumphant since our 
last General Conference. 
Among them was Bishop Mar-
tin McLee (NY Annual Confer-
ence). 

 We kept "guaranteed ap-
pointment" for Elders. 

 We did not set term limits 
for bishops in the United 
States. 

 We voted for a new class 
of members for the Judicial 
Council, and for the first time 
the chair is a person from one of 
our Central Conferences. We 
elected many others to serve on 
numerous others boards, com-
missions and committees. 

 We raised many social 
concerns such as climate 
change, clean water issues, and 
the plight of the Lumas peoples 
in the Philippines. 
We created two new Special 
Sundays (without offering): 
"Women's Ministry Sunday,"  
scheduled by each annual con-
ference, and "Volunteers in Mis-
sion Awareness Sunday,"  set 
by local churches. The "One 
Great Hour of Sharing" Special 
Sunday with offering will now 
be called "UMCOR Sunday." 
All of this is good, good 
news!  We are still 

a United Methodist Church. We 
continue to do great work in the 
midst of complex societal issues 
and despite our concerns about de-
clining membership and financ-
es.  God is not finished with us, 
and we have good prospects for 
much good ministry in the future. 
 
As your bishop I am appreciative 
of our United Methodist quad-
rennial goals: 

 to engage and prepare 3 mil-
lion principled Christian leaders to 
make a difference in the world; 

 to transform 400 communities 
for vital, abundant living; 

 to engage in intentional minis-
tries with the poor, 

 to find new ways to help one 
million children receive life-saving 
health care interventions; and 
to double our number of vital con-
gregations. 
I also celebrate our plans to 
strengthen theological education 
globally as well as continue to fund 
the young clergy initiative. Let's 
work together as laity and clergy to 
engage in these good works in our 
conferences and around the world 
over the next four years! 
 
I know for some there is a concern 
that we left Portland without hav-
ing made any definitive decisions 
about our official positions on hu-
man sexuality in ministry and mar-
riage. I believe that it is well worth 
the time to allow the bishops to 
work on this important matter for 
the next few years and for all of us 
to pray and work for the unity of 
the church in the loving, unifying 
spirit of Christ. 
 
In the meantime, we can keep do-
ing the powerful work of Christ 
outlined in this summary and more. 
And we can know and still pro-
claim that Jesus is and will be the 
Lord of all. 
 
There is much good news. There-
fore go, and tell that story, that 
good news to the world. And surely 
the Lord will be with us until the 
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First Sunday of each month Communion. 

Family Movie Night each Wednesday night at 6:00pm 
Let Pastor John know what movie you would like to see 

June 8th Sojourner's Spaghetti Dinner  

at St. Mike’s Field, end of Jacob Street, Mont 
Clare  

Cost $8.00 all you can eat.  Eat there or take 
out 
See Lloyd Knauer if you would like to help 
with this event. 

Special dates 
• Flag Day, June 14 
• Father’s Day, June 19 
• First day of summer, June 20 

Church Picnic 

Saturday, June 4, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 

Otterbein United Methodist Church  

Mont Clare.  Upper Parking Lot 

Bring your family and friends  

All Are Welcome 

 

Our most special thanks and love to Ochie Sproul who stepped forward to lead our worship music dur-
ing the past few months. We didn’t even have to ask. She tackled the organ, spent hours in practice and 
led us in a wonderful music ministry.  

Ochie will continue to lead the music at our second Sunday blended service.  We look forward to her 
continued solo work and versatility in bringing God’s word to us through music. Ochie is surely one of 
Otterbein’s many blessings.  

From SPRCommittee… 

We welcome Allison Summy to the Otterbein family as our new Church Pianist. Her background in mu-
sic includes performing vocally and on the piano, teaching piano and music theory, and leading musical 
groups in church and school settings. She started playing the piano at a young age almost 20 years ago. 
Allison continued to study through elementary and middle school and began to teach her own students 
during high school and college. She was the drum major of her high school band and the rehearsal pia-
nist for the Arcadia University A Capella group.   

Allison is a member at Jenkintown United Methodist Church, has sung in many choirs and is familiar 
with both contemporary and traditional music. She comes to us with outstanding music and leadership 
skills and is anxious to involve children and congregation members in our music program.  

We are blessed to have Allison leading our music ministry and look forward to getting to know her. 
Please take some time after the worship service to introduce yourself. 



Every man who desires to be-

come a true father has to look 

continually to the Lord, that he 

might learn of him how to relate 

to his own children.  

 

―Sunday Adelaja   
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Fatherly guidance  

So good  

At the communion rail, a man 
held out his hand to receive the 
bread. His curious toddler by his 
side loudly asked, “Is it good, 
Daddy?” He smiled and nodded 
yes.  
 
Indeed, communion is a good 
gift from Jesus, who wants us to 
remember his sacrifice for us. 
The next time you receive com-
munion, remember to “taste and 

Running blind  
Years ago, I worked at a summer Bi-
ble camp with my cousin Erik. As an 
evening staff meeting concluded, a 
sprinkle suddenly became a down-
pour. Counselors sprinted off toward 
cabins, while Erik and I, who didn’t 
supervise youngsters, debated wheth-
er to wait out the storm.  
 
We opted to run for it, but being vis-
ually impaired, I soon realized the 
sheets of rain, added to the dark, hin-
dered my view. “I can’t see!” I yelled 

dark, stormy times, I experience 
peace. For though I cannot see 
what lies ahead, I know God 
can.  
 
—Heidi Mann  

through the wind to Erik. Imme-
diately, he grabbed my hand, 
pulling me along. “It’s okay!” he 
shouted back. “I can!”  
 
The sensation of running blindly 
yet feeling so secure became a 
metaphor for me about what I 
can handle and accomplish 
through faith. When I let God 
grab my hand and guide me, 
even when I’m running through 

see that the LORD is good!” 
(Psalm 34:8, emphasis added).  

 

 

Our  Communion  will be on 
Sunday, June 5th by Intinction. 



Worship Helpers 
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I am looking for a two people to call members to be greeters for the 
months of March and April; July and August.   If you can help with this 
ministry, please let me know.   

Thanks Mona. 

Greeters 

5th - Vernon and Jeannie Readman 

12th –Sarah May Dieter 

           Marilyn Patzuk 

19th - Wayne Wadsworth 

26th -  Fred and Betsy Ettinger 

Counters 

  5th - Nancy Kukucka and  

            Mel Hoffman 

12th - Timi Cory and Dianne Fisher 

19th - Timi Cory and Dianne Fisher 

26th - Bill Epprecht, Carol Butterfield,  

           and Joey Epprecht 

Children’s Message 

5th - Jeannie Readman 

12th - Timi Cory 

19th - Cathleen McCreary 

26th - Mel Hoffman 

 Readers 

5th - Mel Hoffman 

12th -  David Spruell 

19th -  Lloyd Knauer 

26th -  Timi Cory 

Altar Flowers 
5th - Charlene Mae Wilt and Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Wilt, J r.,  
           By Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilt 

12th - Our Loved Ones, by Joseph Wilt and Family 

19th - Mr. and Mrs. Harry Myers, Sr., by The Family 

26th - In Honor of Ken and Mary Jane Schum on their 47th Wedding  

            Anniversary 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $25.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of someone. 

November 6 

November 13 

December 14 

December 11 

December 18 

December 25 

May 29 

July 31 

August 14 

September 25 

October 16 

October 30 



Tim and Julie Anderman 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia 
Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt Cory 
Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Tony DiNardo 
Lee Fisher 
Teresa Fisher 
Robbie Harper 
Lloyd Knauer 
Jim Maylen 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne O’Neal 
Reggie Ryberg 
Larry Trisch 
Matt Weikel 
Elyce Wescott 
Bob Wilt 
Dawn Wilt 
  
Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
CPT Christopher Rossi 
SSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
   51AMXS/36 AMU 
   PSC3 BOX 2092 
   APO AP 96266 
Mark Rumler 
   Djibouti, Africa 
  
In Our Neighborhood 
President Barack Obama 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor John and his family 
For those in storms and floods 

Edna Cook 
   2081 Young Road 
   Pottstown, PA 19465 
 
Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 
  

Fran Erskine 
  3112 Napier Drive A231 
  Modesto, CA 95350 
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3 Wayne Wadsworth 
 

4 Don Epprecht 

 
8 Walt Cory 

 Paul Wood 

 
9 David Epprecht 

 

13 Cecilia Frisco 
 Courtnay Frisco 

 

14 Francis Fletcher, Jr 

 
15 Melissa Mansur 

 

18 Harvey Mansur 
 

22 Samantha McCullough 

 
23 Mary Ann W 

 

28 Rebecca Wilt 
 Emalie Matthews 

 

30 Pat Butterfield 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the 
church members listed below.  Be assured that your church family will 
support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor John Bletsch: 610-533-9367  Email:  
     johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister : Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRChairman: Betsy Ettinger home: 610-933-6371 ( c) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinchurch.net
mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net


God's plan  
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 heart. We may call this our 
conscience, a hunch or, in-
deed, intuition. So we 
might tweak the line above: 
“Prayer is both you talking 
to God and your intuition 
by which God talks to 
you.” Amen!   

 

 A self-help guru once said, 
“If prayer is you talking to 
God, then intuition is God 
talking to you.” Yes and 
no.  
 
Although we often think of 
prayer as us talking while 
God listens, listening 
to him is crucial. We can 
start with reading or hear-
ing Scripture and then re-

floats across the summer 
sky, for every blade of 
grass that points its tiny 
spear heavenward, God has 
a purpose and a plan. How 
much more then, for you 
who are his own in Christ 
Jesus, does God have a per-
fect life plan.  

 

—James McConkey  

God has a plan for every 
life in Christ Jesus. What a 
wondrous truth … and yet 
how reasonable. Shall the 
architect draw the plans for 
his stately palace? Shall the 
artist sketch the outlines of 
his masterpiece? Shall the 
shipbuilder lay down the 
lines for his colossal ship? 
And yet shall God have no 
plan for the soul which he 
brings into being and puts 
“in Christ Jesus”? Surely he 
has.  
Yea, for every cloud that 

What is prayer? 
sponding — aloud or in our 
hearts — with questions, 
concerns, joys, confessions, 
gratitude and praise.  
 
Certainly, God also com-
municates with us in other 
ways. Through Christian 
friends we hear guidance, 
assurance, love, even ad-
monition. Then, too, we 
hear God speaking in our 

Blessings bestowed 

When author Gary Smalley 
asked 100 people to share 
how they knew they’d re-
ceived their parents’ bless-
ing, they offered these 
memories of fatherly love:  
 
• My father put his arm 
around me at church and let 
me lay my head on his 
shoulder.  

• When my father faced a 
transfer at work, he pur-
posely took another job so I 
could finish my senior year 
in high school.  
• When I wrecked my par-
ents’ car, my father’s first 
reaction was to hug me and 
let me cry instead of yelling 
at me.  
• My father went with me 

to the store when I had to 
return a purchase I regret-
ted.  
• My father let me practice 
pitching to him for a long 
time after work.  
• My father cried during my 
wedding because he was 
going to miss me being at 
home.   



Central District Connection  
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June 5: District Conferences 
  
June 16-18: Eastern PA Annual Conference, Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, Lancaster, PA 
  
July 10-16: EPA Conference to host the 2016 UMC Northeastern   
Jurisdictional Conference Lancaster County Convention Center and the Penn Square Marriott Hotel. Each 
district will serve as the Hospitality Team for one day. 
 

July 22-23: UMW's Mission u at the Inn at Reading 

Take me out to the ballgame... 
Want a great place to spend a warm, cozy mid-July night, with just the right mix of laid-back calm and 
moments of competitive drama and excitement? A fun place to hang with family, friends and fellow 
church members, where you can all get your cheer on? How about a Phillies ballgame at Citizens Bank 
Park on Methodist Night? 
  
Join hundreds of Eastern PA folks from across our conference at the ballpark to root for the home team 
on Saturday, July 16, at 7:05 p.m.  Come see the Philadelphia Phillies play (and yes, beat) the New 
York Mets. The conference United Methodist Men have once again arranged for us to buy discounted 
tickets, with $10 of each ticket we buy supporting their men's ministries.  
 
Ticket prices range from $20 to $38. Check out our "Methodist Night" Webpage at www.phillies.com/
methodist. To order your tickets, click on the green "T" icon and enter the promotion 
code METHODIST.  Place your order now! Tickets are subject to availability. j 
  
For groups of 25 or more, please contact Jen Leone in the Phillies Group Sales Office at 215-463-5000, 
extension 5267. All groups of 25 or more will be welcomed on the Phillies side auxiliary message 
boards at the top of the 5th inning. 

Please share this information with families, churches and communities, and bring a group. We hope to see 
you at Citizens Bank Park on July 16.  

“He who has God and everything has no more than he who has God alone.”  
 

—C.S. Lewis   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z7gsETKphjpgooQNRsZsJ1E-se4ETRU-vvrvQsjQ4LzaWWmgjeKY63G0r80Zr48AunAG0PvMtzZ_6f3i1N45OKyxWxDbrgO1CtOQ-mIONtNGB_2km-fdgELVVVA0oZBNwGST_j6cVwUE0cLgcEAhK9fHCNAj0ikGznRixxlXBKgtPMnED9p8AQ==&c=FXHMZL7o9D40PCrTC7We9cXrt4Hg8FqnoH3oyXK5y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z7gsETKphjpgooQNRsZsJ1E-se4ETRU-vvrvQsjQ4LzaWWmgjeKY63G0r80Zr48AunAG0PvMtzZ_6f3i1N45OKyxWxDbrgO1CtOQ-mIONtNGB_2km-fdgELVVVA0oZBNwGST_j6cVwUE0cLgcEAhK9fHCNAj0ikGznRixxlXBKgtPMnED9p8AQ==&c=FXHMZL7o9D40PCrTC7We9cXrt4Hg8FqnoH3oyXK5y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z7gsETKphjpgooQNRsZsJ1E-se4ETRU-vvrvQsjQ4LzaWWmgjeKY63G0r80Zr48A2fOW-l1KPddlfZZIAF44jKbsvDtHMIEIsYwEg8FjWZY2RuD2J-xH2dDQXx56xaMrQ0LE6zt6MtyN7esVoZoNWyhAEES3swZBCPKvb8KogvQ5GCpTSwU2q48H9UbSfUoo00eM3zv5TZoBksd_v8UUt4LvRjLlFfYItZD0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z7gsETKphjpgooQNRsZsJ1E-se4ETRU-vvrvQsjQ4LzaWWmgjeKY63G0r80Zr48A2fOW-l1KPddlfZZIAF44jKbsvDtHMIEIsYwEg8FjWZY2RuD2J-xH2dDQXx56xaMrQ0LE6zt6MtyN7esVoZoNWyhAEES3swZBCPKvb8KogvQ5GCpTSwU2q48H9UbSfUoo00eM3zv5TZoBksd_v8UUt4LvRjLlFfYItZD0


Bible Quiz  Christian Symbol  
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Of the 66 books in the Protestant 
Bible, 39 have people’s names as 
titles. Some names indicate the 
person credited as author — for 
example, Matthew; others name 
the book’s main character — such 
as Ruth. How many books are 
written to the person named in the 
title?  

 
A. 2  

B. 4  

C. 13  

D. 21     
    answer on page 11 

Apple  
Although Genesis 3 doesn't 
identify the forbidden fruit 
eaten by Adam and Eve, it 
has traditionally been 
thought of and portrayed as 
an apple. This may be be-

cause in Latin, "apple" and "evil" are the same 
word (malum). An apple, then, often represents 
humanity's fall into sin. When Christ is shown 
holding an apple, however, it symbolizes his 
conquest over sin and death. "For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" (1 
Corinthians 15:22, NIV).   

"Reflecting His Love"  

My prayer to God is that you see  
his presence when you look at me.  
His steadfast love has set me free,  

and his reflection I can be  
when God is shining bright in me.  

 
—MaryAnn Sundby   

Unshakable faith  
No one wishes for crises, but 
Christians who’ve endured 
them often speak of the faith 
benefits that result. Here are 
two examples:  
 
Author and Bible teacher 
Nancy Guthrie, who lost two 
babies to a rare genetic disor-
der, writes: “Trusting God 
when the miracle does not 
come, when the urgent prayer 

gets no answer, when there 
is only darkness … this is 
the kind of faith that cannot 
be shaken because it is the 
result of having been shak-
en” (Holding On to 
Hope, Tyndale).  
 
Christian musician Danny 
Gokey, whose first wife died 
from congenital heart dis-
ease, writes: “Sometimes we 

don’t discover our purpose 
until the darkest moments 
strip us of everything and all 
we are left with is brokenness 
and heartache. It is in these 
moments, ironically, when 
hope becomes our strength 
and carries us” (Hope in 
Front of Me, NavPress).  



Answer: B (See 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4; Philemon 1:1.)  

PAGE 11 NEWSLETTER T ITLE JUNE 

Puzzle Page 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Pastor John Bletsch 

Cell: 610-533-9367 

E-mail: johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Come and Worship With Us 

9:00am Sunday School for all ages              

10:00am Worship  

  First Sunday of the month Communion 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

