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One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, 
school, or elsewhere with a smudge on her forehead. It looks as if she missed a spot 
when washing. Then you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the 
mirror. By the time you see the third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these pass-
ersby must have received the imposition of ashes. 
 
This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People go to church 
mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their foreheads. 
In the early days of the church, it was even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their 
thumbs into the ashes to draw the shape of a cross on your forehead. Instead, they 
poured or sprinkled ashes over your head. 
 
Under any other circumstances, most would run from ashes. We avoid cleaning fire-
places for fear of the filth from them, yet we participate in this practice that is growing 
in popularity. In fact, the receiving of ashes seems to connect with all sorts of people. 
 

Why ashes? 
In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Wor-
ship, two suggestions of what worship leaders may say as they make the sign of the 
cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Each points to an aspect of what 
the ashes represent. 

Remember that you are dust… 

Ashes were an ancient symbol of our humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed 
human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7). The Hebrew word translat-
ed dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere. 

When Abraham felt the need to acknowledge the difference between him, a human be-
ing, and the infinite God, he referred to himself as dust and ashes. “Let me take it upon 
myself to speak to the Lord,” he said, “I who am but dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27). 

 
…and to dust you shall return 
Our humanity also calls to mind our mortality. 
 
After expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the first human beings are told by God, “you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV). We know the day is com-
ing for each of us when we will return to dust. 
We wear black as a sign of mourning. Ancient people wore ashes. For example, Mor-
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Why ashes? Connecting to who we are and who we can be 

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ash-wednesday
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-lent-and-why-does-it-last-forty-days
http://www.gbod.org/resources/a-service-of-worship-for-ash-wednesday
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decai puts on sackcloth and ashes to grieve the many deaths he sees coming from an order King Ahasuerus 
gives to kill all Jewish people (Esther 4:1-3). The prophet Jeremiah later calls the people of God to “roll in 
ashes” as a way of mourning the coming devastation from an opposing army (Jeremiah 6:26). 
 
Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us 
that we are not God, but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and 
come face-to-face with the reality of our eventual death. 
 
Repent… 
Ashes also signify our sorrow for the mistakes we have made. People in ancient times wore sackcloth and 
ashes as a way of expressing their repentance of their sins. 
When Jonah reluctantly preached to the people of Nineveh after the giant fish spit him up on the beach, the 
King and his people put on sackcloth and sat in ashes. God saw this act of repentance and spared the people 
(Jonah 3:1-10). 
 
In the New Testament Jesus mentions this practice. Warning the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida Jesus said, 
“if the miracles done among you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have changed their hearts and 
lives and put on funeral clothes and ashes a long time ago.” (Matthew 11:21 CEB). 
 
When we participate in the service of ashes, we confront our sin. We recognize our inability to live up to all 
God has created us to be, and our need to be forgiven. No matter how often we go to church, how far we have 
come in our spiritual journeys, how accomplished we may feel, each of us has sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God (Romans 3:23). 
 
The palms waved the previous Palm Sunday to welcome Jesus as our King, have been burned to form the 
ashes. In some sense, they serve as a reminder of how far we fall short of living up to the glory of Christ.  
On the first day of Lent, we come before God recognizing our humanity and repenting of our sin.  
 
…and believe the gospel 
While this may sound fatalistic, it is not the end of the story. Lent leads to Easter, the day we celebrate that 
though our bodies are temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we will live 
in the presence of God forever. 
 
One Wednesday every year we go to church remembering who we are, and hopeful of who we can be. 
 

Join us on Wednesday, March 6 for our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00pm. 

 
 

MARCH 
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We are still collecting items for PAC’S and 
Flood Buckets.  Items can be put on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members listed below.  Be assured that 
your church family will support you in every way possible. 
 
Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371  
                                                      (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Special dates 

• World Day of Prayer, March 1  

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 3 

• Ash Wednesday, March 6 

• First Sunday in Lent, March 10 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10  

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 17  

• First day of spring, March 20  

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 24  

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 31 

Easter Flower Order 

Please complete the form thoroughly, exactly as 

you want it listed in the bulletin, one form per or-

der.   

Order is due by Sunday, March 31, 219 

 In Honor / Memory of :  

_________________________________________ 

 _________ Lilies - 4 blooms +    $8.25 

 _________  Daffodils - 6” pot   $7.50 

_________ Tulips - 5&6 bloom     $8.00 

_________ Mums - 7” pot    $8.00  

________  Azaleas (Pink and Red only) $14.00 

   

Total amount paid $__________________ 

Given by:  

_______________________________________  

March 10 

Daylight Saving Time begin 

I would like to take this time to 
thank all the members and the Pas-
tor of our church for the generous 
Christmas gift (gift card to Olive 
Garden).  Our family enjoyed a de-
licious dinner.  I felt so blessed to 
be able to sit as a family in such a nice restaurant 
and enjoy a meal together.   Thank you again! 

Dianne M. 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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March 17  UMW at 11:15am 

“Thank you” letters were received by our United Methodist Women’s group for donations given 
throughout the Christmas season.  Below are some excerpts taken from each letter: 

 

Mom’s House – “Thank you for your generous donation of $50.00  Your contribution makes it possible for 
us to continue to provide free childcare and support so that our young mothers can achieve their educational 
goals and make a better life for their family.” 

 

The House – “On behalf of Phoenixville Women’s Outreach and The House, I would like to thank you for 
your recent gift of $50.00.  Though we are only three years old, 45 women have already successfully gradu-
ated from our program.” 

 

St. Mary’s – “I write with gratitude to you for your generous gift of $50.00 to Saint Mary’s.  I am so grate-
ful that we were able to host 4 families, including 8 children during the Christmas week.”  

 

The Clinic – “We cannot thank you and the United Methodist Women enough for your generous gift of 
$50.00.  Your support will help care for the most vulnerable members of our community.” 

 

Methodist Services – The Holiday Season is a challenging time for many, many people.  Through caring 
supporters like you, Methodist Services will continue to advance its mission:  to provide life-enriching pro-
grams for children, adults, and families as they face the challenges of limited resources, increased poverty, 
homelessness, disabilities, and educational inequities.” 

 

Red Bird Mission – “We give thanks to God that so much has been accomplished in the past because of 
your support.  We look forward to the things that will be accomplished in 2019 because of your generous 
partnership.” 

 

PACS – “On behalf of the staff, board, and volunteers of Phoenixville Area Community Services (PACS) 
thank you for your generous contribution of food and grocery items.   The generosity of donors like you 

gives PACS the needed support to respond to urgent needs when our neighbors reach out for help.” 
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To God you shall return  

Tossed salad  

Standing tall 

On the “Three Sides” podcast 
(ELCA, Sept. 6, 2018), Wendy 
Davidson, a leader at the Kellogg 
Company, shares how her Chris-
tianity informs her work. Because 
her adult faith emerged from sev-
eral denominational influences, 
she considers variety to be a 
strength, not only spiritually but 
throughout life.  
 
Davidson encourages her co-
workers to bring their unique per-

sonalities and ideas to 
the table to create a 
metaphorical salad. “It 
doesn’t mean that the 
salad now becomes one 
homogenous blob; it is 
still distinctly the fla-
vors of the salad ingre-
dients,” she says. “But they’ve all 
found a way to come together to 
make something that much more 
flavorful than they could have 
been all on their own.”  

The traditional Ash Wednes-
day words “Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you 
shall return” might seem 
depressing. But in our often 
death-denying culture, some 
might find it refreshing to 
hear the frank statement that 
we can do nothing to save 
ourselves, physically or spir-

itually — that, no matter how we 
try to avoid sin, we can’t untangle 
ourselves from self-interest. How 
liberating, then, to know we don’t 
have to! God loves us as we are 
and sent Jesus to break sin’s pow-
er over us.  
 
A pastor described Ash Wednes-
day as the point you can pinch in 

 
Viewing church and 
our communities this 
way could be trans-
formative. What if we 
welcome different peo-
ple, invite ideas and 
resist melding every-

thing into one giant blob? 
Then we can savor each 
“ingredient” and the resulting 
gourmet dish. Delicious!   

the middle of a long piece of rib-
bon, such that when you lift it 
high, the two ends — one sym-
bolizing our baptism and the oth-
er, our funeral — meet and touch. 
We come from dust and will re-
turn to dust, but we also come 
from God and will return to God. 
Ash Wednesday reminds us that 
we’re always safe in God’s love.  

How does your physical stature 
— or lack of it — affect your 
daily life? Maybe you have to 
stoop under certain doorways. 
Or maybe you buy shoes that 
make you taller.  
 
Now consider your spiritual 
“height.” Do you, like young 
Jesus, strive to grow each day 
— in wisdom, if not in stature? 

What “giants” make you feel 
inadequate?  
 
When “the battle is the 
LORD’s” (1 Samuel 17:47), as 
young David told Goliath before 
slaying him, human size doesn’t 
matter. Because we serve a 
“big” God who lives in us and 
works through us, we can stand 
tall and confident in his strength. 

No matter our physical height, 
let’s use every opportunity to 
reach up and step out as Jesus’ 
hands and feet.  



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 3rd - Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

10th - Lloyd Knauer and Joe Kukucka 

17th - Lloyd Knauer and Joe Kukucka 

24th - Dianne Maylen and Mona Knauer 

31st - Dianne Maylen and Mona Knauer  

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

  3rd -  My Husband, Andy and Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Taney, by Marilyn Patzuk 

10th - OPEN 

17th - Our Loved Ones, by Kay Kunsch 

24th - Kathryn E. Van Horn, by Mr. Harry Van Horn and Family 

31st -   Rev. Fred Douglass, by Joey Epprecht 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like 
to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of 
someone. 

3/10/2019 

6/2/2019 

6/23/2019 

6/30/2019 

7/7/2019 

7/21/2019 

8/4/2019 

8/11/2019 

9/1/2019 

9/8/2019 

Greeters 

  3rd -  

10th -  

17th -  

24th -  

31st -    

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Vacant-See Mona 
if you would help 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 

Reader  

(If Needed)  

 

  3rd - Betsy Ettinger 

10th - Dianne Maylen 

17th - Dianne Fisher 

24th - Mel Hoffman 

31st -   Lloyd Knauer 

9/22/2019 

10/27/2019 

11/3/2019 

11/10/2019 

11/17/2019 

11/24/2019 

12/1/2019 

12/15/2019 

12/22/2019 

12/29/2019 



PAGE 7 OTTERBE IN OUTREACH  MARCH 

pray, not answers. You won’t 
always find answers, but you 
will always find Jesus.”  
—Father Mike Schmitz  
 
“If the lungs of prayer and the 
Word of God do not nourish 
the breath of spiritual life, we 
risk suffocating in the midst of 

a thousand daily cares. Prayer is 
the breath of the soul and of 
life.”  
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI  

Thoughts on prayer  

How peace bears witness  

“You don’t know how to pray? 
Put yourself in the presence of 
God, and as soon as you have 
said, ‘Lord, I don’t know how to 
pray!’ you can be sure you have 
already begun.”  
—St. Josemaría Escrivá  
 
“Seek a relationship when you 

Christians ought not to be 
smothered in fear. There is a 
spiritual readiness, where we 
return to having the peace of 
God stand guard over our hearts 
and minds.  
 
What an incredible witness it is 
to a lost and fearful society when 
the Christian acts like a child of 

God, living under the loving 
sovereignty of the heavenly 
Father. The Christian needs to 
walk in peace, so no matter 
what happens they will be able 
to bear witness to a watching 
world.  
 
—Henry Blackaby  

The comfort of our middle-C God  
During college, while living in a 
boarding house, author Lloyd 
Douglas befriended a retiree. The 
man, a homebound former music 
teacher, shared a morning ritual 
with Douglas, who would walk 
down to the man’s floor, open his 
door and ask, “What’s the good 
news?”  
 
Every day the man responded by 
tapping a tuning fork against his 
wheelchair and saying, “That’s 

middle C. It was middle C yes-
terday. It will be middle C to-
morrow. It will be middle C a 
thousand years from now. The 
tenor upstairs sings flat, the 
piano across the hall is out of 
tune, but, my friend, that is 
middle C!”  
 
If middle C’s pitch value isn’t 
exactly 261.63 Hz, then your 
piano needs to be tuned. How 
comforting that dependability 

is for musicians — and their 
listeners.  
 
Like middle C, God is steadfast 
and reliable. In this fast-paced 
world, praise God for the good 
news he declares to us: “I the 
LORD do not change” 
(Malachi 3:6). 
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If I have missed your birth-
day last year, please let me 
know.  I am trying to update 
the birthday list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Mario DiNardo, Jr. 
Jim Epprecht, Sr. 
Joey Epprecht 
Earl Gable 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Melissa (Epprecht) & Jake Kane 
Kay Kunsch 
Family of Barbara McCorkle 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Family of Joe Sparano 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bobby Watts and Stacy Ettinger 
Bob Wilt 
Family of Dawn Wilt 
Iona Wilkinson 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and family 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

1 David Harper, III 

 James Fletcher, Jr 

2 Gail Griffith 

 William Kunsch Jr 

6 Nalani Pitts 

 Garet Rapp 

7 Dave Hoffman 

10 Allison Mendelsohn 

15 James Wilkinson, Jr 

17 Elizabeth Stippich 

18 Scott Beisel 

 Shawn Beisel 

31 Elmer Wadsworth 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

Conference Save-the-Dates 
2019: 

 March 2: Tools for Ministry 

 March 16: VIM & (Volunteers in Ministry) ERT (Early Response Team) training event  

 March 16: Eastern PA Conf. Youth Rally: Wesley UMC Bethlehem 
March 23: Hope! Talks 2.0: Inspiration for Small Congregations 
April 5-7: Changing Racism Workshop 

 April 9: The Art of Preaching, West Lawn UMC, $20 registration. 

 May 5: District Conferences 
June 1: Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry Workshop 
June 13-15: 2019 Annual Conference 

Bishop Peggy Johnson will hold special town hall meeting on the South District on March 27, 6:30pm, to 
 address legislation enacted at the 2019 Special Called General Conference in February.  

Shrove Tuesday 

Stop by for a stack of pancakes with Phoenixville Area United Methodists  

March 5 between 6:00 and 8:00pm at First United Methodist Church  

865 S. Main Street, Phoenixville  

 

(Come and go at your convenience.) 

 
United Methodist Night with the 76ers! 

 
The Philadelphia 76ers will offer another spectacular night of pro basketball fun and fellowship for United 
Methodist church members and their guests on Tuesday, March 5, at 7 PM, when the 76ers play the Or-
lando Magic at the Wells Fargo Center Arena. 
Church groups who attend can be seated together if they purchase tickets in bulk and 
in time. Contact our 76ers rep Angelina Gasparo by email 
at angelinagasparo@76ers.com or by phone at 215-558-2780 now to purchase your 
group tickets, for as long as tickets are available. 
We have these following seats available: 

 Mezzanine corner for $34   

 Balcony suites for $45 
$5 from each ticket sale will be donated to support ministries of the Eastern PA Con-
ference UM Men (including its annual potatoes giveaway at Annual Conference). 
They appreciate all the support for this important mission fundraiser. 

https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/hope-talks-seminar-on-vital-small-church-ministries/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/changing-racism-workshop-4-5-19-4-7-19/
https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/crcc-event-w-dr-grace-pak/
mailto:angelinagasparo@76ers.com
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In John 9, Jesus’ disciples ask whether a certain 
man or his parents sinned, causing his disability. 
Jesus says, “Neither. ... [It was] so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him.” What was this 
man’s disability?  
 
A. Deafness  
B. Lameness  
C. Blindness  
D. Epilepsy  
 
 
Answer on page 10 

Chalice & Cross  
The chalice with a cross rising from it symbolizes 
Christ’s obedient suffering, 
even unto death. The cross is 
called a “passion cross,” with 
pointed ends that represent suf-
fering. We remember that in the 
garden of Gethsemane, Jesus 
begged his Father that the “cup” 
of suffering be taken from him. 
But ultimately, he prayed, “Not 
as I will, but as you will” 
(Matthew 26:39, NIV).  
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Answer: C (See John 9:1-7.)   

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm Bible Study  

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

