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After hymns were sung and scriptures were 
read, Bishop Peggy Johnson led off a series of 
five, well-attended town hall meetings in four 
districts, from Sept. 24 to Oct. 3, with that im-
perative Ephesians unity-text. Then she waded 
into PowerPoint slides with summaries, up-
dates and explanations, followed by listeners’ 
questions, statements, complaints—and even a 
few testimonies—all about the Way Forward 
for the UM Church. 
 
The roughly two-hour sessions filled sanctuaries in five churches with church and confer-
ence members eager to know more about the controversial proposals, deliberations and 
upcoming decisions about the future of The United Methodist Church. 
 
The key proposals are those offered by the Special Commission on the Way Forward, or-
ganized by the denomination’s Council of Bishops on behalf of the 2016 General Confer-
ence. The 2019 Special Called General Conference in St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 23-26, will 
consider and choose from among all eligible proposals and petitions. But first the United 
Methodist Judicial Council will review the commission’s 231-page, 48-petition report lat-
er this month to determine if its three alternative church restructuring plans pass the 
“constitutional test.”   
 
Thus, hanging over the five district presentations and dialogues—and several others that 

preceded it this year—is uncertainty not only about the fate of 
the three major proposals—and several minor ones—but wheth-
er any proposals will be approved at all next year. 
Bishop Johnson summarized the Commission’s work and its 
three proposed plans—the Traditional Plan, One Church Plan 
and Connectional Church Plan—and their various rules, allow-
ances, implementation timetables and protocols. But she was 
clear in her support—along with the Council of Bishops—for 
the One Church Plan, which “gives churches the room they need 

to maximize the presence of the UM witness in as many places in the world as possible.” 
 
That plan eliminates Book of Discipline references to homosexuality being “incompatible 
with Christian teaching” and deletes the ban on ordaining homosexuals. But it allows each 
conference and clergy session to determine their standards and protects clergy from being 
forced to perform same-gender weddings against their conscience. 
“There are people of good will on different sides of this issue,” said Bishop Johnson, who 
called for respectful, informed, prayerful consideration and dialogue about the various 
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Bishop reviews Way Forward proposals at district town halls  
BY JOHN W. COLEMAN 

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  
(Ephesians 4:3) 
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plans. 
 
Some of the delegates representing Eastern PA at General Conference (both in 2016 and 2019), gathered on each 
chancel area stage to offer brief, reflective testimonies before the Q & A sessions with the bishop.  
 
“This has been some of the most difficult work I’ve ever done but some of the most sacred,” Judy Ehninger told the 
West District assembly at Ruhl’s UMC Manheim. “As delegates we have bonded together in ways that should make 
the church proud.” 
“I’m not looking forward to February,” said the Rev. Joseph DiPaolo, a leader of the new Wesleyan Covenant Associ-
ation, which supports the Traditional Plan and advocates for churches to be able to exit the denomination with their 
properties. 
 
“We will need all the prayers we can muster; so please take the bishop’s appeal (for daily prayer) to heart, said DiPao-
lo, who also sits on the organizing Commission on General Conference. “There’s a good chance that whatever deci-
sions are made, all churches may have to make their own decisions about what to do. Every pastor will have to have 
‘the talk’ with their churches. I believe that.” 
 
“I’m not afraid,” said Jane Bonner. “The Lord is our shepherd. He will guide us and heal us in ways we may not be 
able to understand.” 
 
“The denomination has not been of one mind in a long time,” reflected the Rev. Robert Wilt. It’s a source of tension 
for many; but many churches have learned to live with the tension and still call people into relationship with Jesus 
Christ for salvation and the betterment of their lives.” 
 
All four delegates made similar comments to South District members who packed the sanctuary at St. Matthew’s 
UMC of Valley Forge. They joined the Rev. Dawn Taylor- Storm, delegation leader, there, along with Lenora Thomp-
son and The Rev. Lydia Munoz. 
 
Thompson and others reminded the assembly of the denomination’s legacy of racial discrimination against African 
Americans, who nonetheless stayed and endured segregation until The United Methodist Church’s creation from mer-
ger in 1968. 
 
Bishop Alfred Johnson (retired) visited the East District town hall Sept. 24 and offered a impassioned defense of the 
One Church Plan “as the best way forward to continue our baptismal and membership vows… and to keep the ‘unity’ 
in community.” 
 
“The historic genius of our Methodist movement has always been based on a missional pragmatism, and far less on a 
pattern of beliefs or doctrine,” said Johnson, a former pastor, district superintendent and head of Metro Ministries in 
the conference. 
 
Comments from the various audiences ranged from the theological to the practical—as in how to implement the vari-
ous aspects of the three different plans and how they would impact churches and pastors of differing views. 
“In the spirit of Holy Conferencing, these town halls brought together people of good will who have varied perspec-
tives,” said Bishop Johnson. “But at the end of the day we agreed about our mission to make disciples and to trans-
form the world.  It is my prayer that we maintain the unity of the church.” 
 
You can find out more information on the  Way Forward by going to the conference website at 
www.epaumc.org 

NOVEMBER 
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Bible Study each Wednesday Night at 6:30pm 
 
November  
1st All Saints Day 
5th Church Hoagie Sale 
8th Ad Council Meeting at 7:00pm 
11th Prayer and Praise at 9:15am  
22nd 8:00am Thanksgiving Breakfast Service 
25th Prayer and Praise at 9:15am  

We are still collecting items for PAC’S and 
Flood Buckets.  Items can be put on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. 

If you are in need of assistance of any kind, please contact one of the church members 
listed below.  Be assured that your church family will support you in every way possible.  
 
Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks  
     (C) 484-356-4888 (H) 610-518-0231  
     Email: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 
Lay Leader & Christ Servant Minister: Dianne Maylen 610-983-0113 
SPRC Chairman: Betsy Ettinger  (H) 610-933-6371  
                                                      (C) 484-802-0843 
Church Secretary: Mona Knauer 484-880-9001 
Church Office: 610-933-8690 
Church Email address: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 
Church Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

 

 

OTTERBEIN HOAGIE SALE 

Making hoagies on Monday, November 5th 

Pickup begins at 5:30pm 

Email your orders to Dianne Maylen at jdjd.may4@verizon.net or  
you may call and leave your order on her voicemail 610-983-0113 
Deadline to order is Thursday, November 1st by 10:00am 

On October 28th - we will be started a 
new worship series called “Imagine the 
People of God” 

"Let’s come together to imagine and cre-
ate better relationships, better family, bet-

ter church, better world!" 
 

 October 28th - “Imagination” Ephe-
sians 3:16-21 

 November 4th - “Compassion” Philip-
pians 2:1-10 

 November 11th - “Transformation” 
Romans 12 

 November 18th - “Fruition” Galatians 
5:13-23 

November 18th UMW at 11:15am 

 

November 4th 

Daylight Saving 
Time ends 

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
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The genius of generosity  

Lifelong saints  

Little word, big difference  

Rather than limit the celebration 
of saints to one Sunday, some 
churches now observe a Season 
of Saints from World Commun-
ion Sunday (the first Sunday in 
October) to All Saints’ Sunday 
(the first Sunday in November).  
 
Saints aren’t merely exceptional 
Christians, writes worship direc-
tor Taylor Burton-Edwards. In-
stead, they’re simply believers, 

all of whom are undergoing a 
lifetime of transformation into 
Christ’s own people.  
 
Pointing to a saint-themed hymn 
by Charles Wesley, Burton-
Edwards notes that the lyrics are 
intended to be an “anthem for a 
lifetime,” not a once-yearly occa-
sion. Come, let us join our friends 
above  
who have obtained the prize,  

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman 
has been credited with the 
insight that “there is a cer-
tain genius in generosity.” 
He explains that when we 
open our hands — figura-
tively speaking — to allow 
something to pass through 
our fingers, rather than hold-
ing it with tightly clenched 

fists, God can give us 
new blessings.  
 
“God cannot pour more 
into hands that are al-
ready clinging tightly to 
what they hold,” says 
Wellman. Whether ma-
terial goods or time, ide-
as or talents, money or 

and on the eagle wings of 
love  
to joys celestial rise.  
Let saints on earth unite to 
sing  
with those to glory gone,  
for all the servants of our 
King  
in earth and heaven are one. 

energy, the gifts God has 
given us so generously are 
to be shared just as freely 
with others. With our 
hands continually open to 
receive, give and receive 
again, God’s genius cycle 
of generosity goes on and 
on.  

God says to give thanks 
in everything. That 
doesn’t mean you need 
to give 
thanks for everything. 
You don’t need to give 
thanks for that bad day. 
Or for that bad relation-
ship. Or being passed 
over at work. Financial 
hardship. Whatever it is 

— you are not to give 
thanks for the difficulties but 
rather in the difficulties.  
 
That is a very important dis-
tinction, and one I think we 
often miss. Giving 
thanks in everything shows a 
heart of faith that God is big-
ger than the difficulties and 
that he can use them, if you 

approach him with the right 
heart and spirit, for your 
good and his glory.  
 
—Tony Evans  



Worship Helpers 
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Counters 

 4th  Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

11th Betsy Ettinger and Kay Kunsch 

18th Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

25th Paul Fisher and Wayne Wadsworth 

 

 Readers if needed 

  4th Bill Epprecht 

11th Betsy Ettinger 

18th Dianne Maylen 

25th Dianne Fisher 

Altar Flowers  In Memory of... 

  4th Open 

11th Open 

18th Open 

25th Open 

Sundays that are open for Altar Flowers  

Cost for 2 arrangements is $30.00 

See Mona Knauer if you would like to put in  
altar flowers in memory or honor of someone. 

November 4 
November 11 
November 18 
November 25 
December 9 
December 16 

 

Greeters 

  4th  

11th 

18th 

25th 

 

To Call for Greeters 

Months Responsible for 
List 

January & February Vernon Readman 

March & April  Kay Kunsch 

May & June Cathleen Warner 

July & August Nancy Kukucka 

September & October Lloyd Knauer 

November & December Bill Epprecht 
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the incarnate God. And this 
cycle continues, leading us 
deeper into love with the One 
who is love.”  
 
Unfortunately, many Christians 
have been taught that loving 
oneself is, well, selfish. But 
White understands self-care not 
as being self-serving but as rec-
ognizing oneself as a holy, be-
loved dwelling place for God.  

She asks, “What if God has been 
inviting you not just to rest but to 
remember that you are first called 
to love God and love yourself? 
What if living out the command-
ments in that order gives you 
boundless energy to love others?”  

Self-care for the sake of others  

Who will lead?  

In light of Matthew 22:39, 
where Jesus says we should 
love our neighbors as our-
selves, Rozella Haydée White 
writes: “I believe that we are 
called to love ourselves so that 
we can love our neighbor. I 
believe that loving God leads 
to loving self. When we love 
self, we practice how we are 
called to love others. Then 
when we love others, we love 

After the people of Shechem 
made a poor decision about who 
would rule as their king, Gide-
on's son Jotham told them a par-
able.  
 
In Judges 9:8-15, the trees had 
difficulty finding a willing lead-
er. The olive tree, fig tree and 
grape vine all declined, saying 

they didn’t want to leave their 
important production jobs. Fi-
nally out of options, the trees 
asked the wretched, thorny 
bramble bush to be king. Alt-
hough this wild shrub wasn’t 
welcome on anyone’s land, 
still it was a plant. And it was 
willing to rule if the trees an-
nounced their allegiance. The 

trees opted for the worst of the 
worst.  
 
When the most worthy, quali-
fied people neglect to step up 
and lead, results — and morale 
— suffer. Where can your ex-
pertise and passion best be put 
to use in God’s kingdom?  

King of kings and Lord of lords  

In the Bible, no one is called 
“Lord of lords” but God and 
Christ. Although a couple of 
Old Testament earthly kings 
(Artaxerxes and Nebuchadnez-
zar) are referred to as “king of 
kings,” only in reference to 
Christ is the term capitalized 
— “King of kings.”  
 
Earthly rulers can claim su-

premacy, but we celebrate 
Christ the King Sunday as the 
culmination of the liturgical 
year to testify that our Lord 
Jesus is Ruler of all. In the 
words of the famous 
“Hallelujah” chorus from Han-
del’s Messiah: “King of kings 
and Lord of lords; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever!”  
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If I have missed your birthday 
last year, please let me know.  I 
am trying to update the birthday 
list. 
Thanks 
Mona 

Pray List 

Sharon Beard 
Tiffany, Michael and Tia Berkey 
Paul Bochnak 
Dave Boljonis 
Walt and Timi Cory 
Family of Mr. Edwin Cullinan 
Mario DiNardo 
Jim Epprecht, Sr. 
Joey Epprecht 
Earl Gable 
Family of Mark Garrett, Jr. 
Family of Bob Hanks 
Loretta Hanks 
Robbie and Dave Harper 
Betty Jaworski 
Melissa (Epprecht) & Jake Kane 
Kay Kunsch 
Dolores Miller 
Joanne Neitzler 
Joanne O’Neal 
Marilyn Patzuk 
Maryjane Schum 
Family of Joe Sparano 
Ben Stippich 
Jennifer Summy 
Larry Trisch 
Cathleen Warner 
Donna Warner 
Elyce Wescott 
Bob Wilt 
Family of Dawn Wilt 
Iona Wilkinson 

Serving our Country 
Scott Bowen 
   US Army, Afghanistan 
Ronnie Brandafino 
Elizabeth Stippich, PAANG 
TSGT Nicholas R Wilt 
 
In Our Neighborhood 
President Donald Trump 
All Our Government Leaders 
Pastor Deborah and her fam-
ily 
For those in storms and 
floods 
Victims of Shooting and 
bombings 

 

The congregation of Otter-
bein UMC, Harrisburg, PA.  
Fire in the Sunday School 
wing.  (home church of Allison 
Mendelsohn) 

Beatrice (Bea) Collemacine 
   Pennsburg Manor 
   530 Macoby Street 
   Room 215B 
   Pennsburg, PA 18073 

 

 Fran Erskine   

 

Marilyn Patzuk 
  839 Hollow Road, RD #1 
  Phoenixville, PA 19460 

 

Janice Wood 
   625 Nutt Road 
   Phoenixville, PA 19460 

2 William Kunsch, Jr 

 Myrna Hallman 

4 Brooklyn Rapp 

 Sophia Kunsch 

5 Pamela Patzuk 

8 Debbie Kunsch 

10 Leanne Blank 

 Jennifer Murray 

11 McKenzy Harper 

12 Maryjane Schum 

15 William Epprecht, III 

Timothy McCullough 

17 Jacqueline Hood 

24 Denise Garrett 

26  Timi Cory 

27  Patti Matthews 
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Eastern PA  Conference and Local Church Events 

2018 Faith-Sharing Seminar 

Sharing Faith with New People and Younger People in Today’s Context 

 

When: November 10, Saturday, 8:30 AM – 3 PM 
Where: Hopewell UMC, 852 Hopewell Road, Downingtown, PA 
Who (Presenter): The Rev. Jasmine Smothers, Lead pastor: Atlanta First UMC, Atlanta, GA 
Register online  today 
The Rev. Jasmine Rose Smothers became the first female, African-American appointed and the 
youngest lead pastor of historic First Atlanta First UMC. She serves her church, conference and 
community as an ordained elder, preacher, teacher, church consultant, leadership coach, author, 
community advocate and self-proclaimed “technology geek.” 
She has participated on many task forces on Ministry with Young People, contributed to several publications and is 
the co-author of the best-selling book, Not Safe For Church: The Ten Commandments for Reaching New Gener-
ations. 
Are you ready to be the congregation that is Not Safe for Church and that connects with new people in new and 
meaningful ways? Congregations must start engaging in new practices that push beyond their comfort zones. This 
groundbreaking book shares 10 ways for moving out of your comfort zone to engage new generations and see your 
community with new eyes. 

Native American Worship Service 
Sunday, Nov. 18, at 4 PM 

Camp Innabah 
712 Pughtown Road 
Spring City, PA 19475 
Rev Dennis Keen, new pastor at Nantmeal UMC, will share his experience visiting Dupree School 
in South Dakota, which little Nantmeal has been supporting for years. 
A light meal will be included after the presentation. Sponsored by EPAUMC CONAM. 
Please RSVP to fanderson@epaumc.org. 

November 4th: “Gun Violence Awareness Day” in Phoenixville 

Join us at various locations in Phoenixville on November 4, from 4:00 to 6:00, when churches of a spectrum of de-
nominations will be working together with Heeding God’s Call to present a “Gun Violence Awareness Day”. 
 
Schedule: 
4:00 pm ~ St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 121 Church Street, Phoenixville. Educational forum and call to action.  
4:30 pm ~ Witness Walk through Phoenixville with stops en-route to First United Methodist Church, 865 S. Main St. 
5:00 pm ~ Remembrance service at Memorial to the Lost t- shirt display on First United Methodist front lawn. 
5:45 pm ~ Invitation to participate in letter writing to legislators. 
 
Questions: ContactHeeding@gmail.com 251-238-8550. 
 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/index.php?eventid=365905&
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781426775765#.W8DcyWhKjD4
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781426775765#.W8DcyWhKjD4
mailto:fanderson@epaumc.org
mailto:ContactHeeding@gmail.com
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After Cain killed Abel, their 
parents, Adam and Eve, had 
another son. What did they 
name the baby?  
 
A. Seth  
B. Enoch  
C. Shem  
D. Lamech  
 

Answer on page 10 

Sun of Righteousness  
 

The sun is often used as a symbol for Christ, especial-
ly during church-year seasons that use prophetic im-
agery and focus on Jesus’ second coming. Malachi 
4:2 — “But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings” 
(ESV) — is echoed in the Christmas hymn “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing”:  
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings.   
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Answer: A (See Genesis 4:25.)   

PUZZLE PAGE 



Otterbein United Methodist Church 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

Office Phone: 610-933-8690 

E-mail: otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net 

Website: otterbeinchurch.net 

Building a Family 

 of Faith through Christ’s Love 

        Growing As Disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Deborah Gildart-Hanks 

Cell: 484-356-4888  Home: 610-518-0231 

E-mail: pastor@otterbeinchurch.net 

181 Walnut Street 

Mont Clare, PA 19453 

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Sunday School  

    First Sunday of each month is Communion  
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:15am Praise and Prayer  

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm Bible Study  

mailto:otterbeinumchurch@verizon.net
mailto:johnbletsch@otterbeinumchurch.net

